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Forests Come Alive With Color of Spring Wildflowers

Here we are in that in-
between time. Early spring is
over and it's amost, but not
quite, summer. It's probably my
favorite time of year. Old friends
are returning, the grass is grow-
ing and turning green, and the
leaves on the trees are beginning
to come out. One ride in the
woods this week told me that |
should revisit my old friends, the
spring ephemerals.

There is only a short time
each year when the hardwood
and mixed wood forests come
alive with color and beauty con-
tributed by these fast-growing,
short-seasoned, wildflowers. In
the spring, before the leaves are
fully opened, myriad blooms
appear. The spring ephemerds
grow in that short space of time.
When the weather warms, the
spring showers descend, and the
full light of the sun hitsthe forest
floor, unfiltered by tree leaves. If
you want to see the woods in al
their glory, you must go to the
forest in the next week or so.

One of thefirst spring flowers
to appear is the Hepatica or
Liverleaf, also known around
here as the Mayflower (Hepatica
acutiloba or H. americana).
These small flowers have thick,
leathery leaves with three deep
lobes. Actualy, what we see in
the spring are last year’s leaves.
The leaves are dark green with
some reddish modeling. The
flowers are 0.5 to one inch in
diameter and are blue, pink, or
white with six to 12 petd-like
sepals. The two species differ
mainly in the shape of the leaves.
H. acutiloba has pointed ends of
the leaves and H. americana has
rounded leaves. We're getting to
the end of the blooming cyclefor
these plants. Shortly, the new
leaves will appear. They beginto
unfold after blooming time and
are rather hairy in their appear-
ance. We're amost at the end of
their blooming season.

Probably the best known of
the spring flowers around here,
and probably the showied, isthe
Large-flowered Trillium (Trill-
ium grandiflorum). Trillium
have a single whorl of three
leaves with one solitary flower.
In the case of the Large-flowered
Trillium, the flowers are white
when firgt out, fading to pink as
the flower ages. The plant is six
to 20 inches tall and the flower
stands erect. The three petals of
the flower are 1.5 to 2.5 inches
long and are arranged in a fun-
nel-shape at the base, flaring out-
ward from the middle. The
flower stalk originates from an
underground stem, which will
only send up a new flower stalk
after going through a period of
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cold weather. If a flower is
picked, it will be at least a year
before a new flower stalk is sent
up. The plant also will be weak-
ened, asthethreelargeleavesare
the main photosynthetic organs
in the plant.

Trillium are slow-growing
plants. It make take 10 years
from the time a Trillium seed
falls on the ground to the time it
first blooms.

One beautiful yellow spring
flower sureto catch the eyeisthe
Yellow Trout Lily, Adder's

Tongue, or Dog-toothed Violet
(Erythronium americanum). De-
spite the name, they are lillies,
not violets. The Trout Lily is
about seven to 10 inchestall. The
two leaves are an elongated oval,
with paralel veins, and usualy
mottled with brown. The leaf
color gives rise to the name
“Trout Lily,” asit looks ahit like
the mottled belly of atrout. The
flowers are solitary, nodding and
the petals and sepals are a bril-
liant yellow. There are three yel-
low petals and three yellow
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Professional Photographers of America

THE WORLD’S GREAT STORYTELLERS.

Resort Photography
Toll-Free (877) 847-5100 ¢ resortphoto.com
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BUNKER

REMODELING
and Insurance Claims

CONSTRUCTION

« DECKS

+ GARAGES

+ ROOFING

« VINYL SIDING

« POLE BARNS

+ CUSTOM HOMES

+ TOTAL RENOVATIONS

» REPLACEMENT WINDOWS

+ CUSTOM KITCHENS AND BATHS

Jeff Bunker - LICENSED CONTRACTOR

(906) 643-8709 - St. Ignace
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Celebrating our 101st Year ]

WINDERMERE HOTEL:

Mary Jeannette Doud, Owner ® Margaret Doud, Manager

Very Spacious Rooms
Overlooking the Straits of Mackinac
3O O 3
Rates on Application
Call for Spring & Fall Package Rates

&

Take a break on the boardwalk
and enjoy a treat at our Dog House

Entire hotel equipped with sprinkler system
Family Owned Since 1904

Phone: 1-800-847-3125 or (906) 847-3301
www.windermerehotel.com
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sepals.
Spesking of violets, there are

anumber of different species out
and blooming right now. In
many lawns the Common Blue
Violet (Mola papilonacea) can
be found. These dark purple/blue
violets have all their leaves com-
ing from a basal rosette with a
separate stem for the flower. The
flowers have five petds with a
spurred lower lip. The leaves are
heart shaped.

In the woods, at least three
species of violets are now up.
Probably the most common is
the Downy Yellow Violet (V.
pubescens). | adways think that
its odd to say yelow violet.
These violets have the leaves on
the flower stalk and, sometimes,
one coming from the base. The
stem’s leaves are about as broad
as long, with soft hair, implied

by the plant's name. The leaves
are very broad and prominently
veined and hairy beneath. They
stand four to eight inchestall and
have small, bright yellow, five-
petaled, spurred flowers.

The Canada Violet (Viola
Canadensis) doesn't have
Canadian citizenship, but cer-
tainly may befound in that coun-
try, aswdl asin the northern part
of the United States. The leaves
of this plant are, again, heart
shaped and grow along the
flower stalk. The flowers are
white with a yellow throat and
the backs of the petals are often
tinged with purple. While these
plants usually bloom in the
spring, they may also bloom
againinthefal.

A smdll, pale violet/blue vio-
let that can be found aong trails
on the Idand is the Dog Violet
(V. conspersa). This small plant
has both basal leave and leaves
along the stem. The spur of this
violet is about one-quarter inch
long and blunt. The upper leaves
are broadly heart shaped.

Spring Beauty (Claytonia vir-
ginica or C. caroliniana) are
some of the most delicate tiny
plants found in our woods. They
have pink or white flowers,
veined with darker pink and
composed of five petals. The
flowers are about .5 to .75 of an
inch in diameter and are in &
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On the Bay
Behind Bay View B&B
Next fo Marina
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Voted One of Michigan’s Best Independent Coffee Houses 9
L]
||

7 am. to 7 p.m. 7 daysw

¢ Lite Lunches ¢ Fresh-Baked Pastries ¢ Cappuccino ¢ Espresso |
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847-6533

A Local Favorite
with a Great View
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643-9511
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Serving the Straits Area for 45 years!
OPEN YEAR-AROUND

Certified Angus Beef®
Steak House on the Island

Casual Dining

RESTAURANT
Full Service
BAR

Extensive Wine List
Dollar Beers during Happy Hour
4 p.m. to6 p.m. & 10 p.m. to Close
Comfortable

HOTEL ROOMS

3 LOCATIONS
ST. IGNACE MACKINAC ISLAND

PELLSTON REGIONAL AIRPORT
231-539-9511

TLLAC

847-3542
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