
By Karen Gould
At Grand Hotel, children never have to do the same activity

twice, said Cara Tarantino, who has been with Grand Hotel for
three years and now directs the children’s program. Daily sched-
uled activities include visiting Fort Mackinac and a butterfly
house, going on hikes, and bowling.

“We interact with the kids,” she said. “We’re not babysitters;
we’re running a children’s program.”

Ms. Tarantino and her staff of three have had children from
throughout the country participate in the program, as well as
from Switzerland, England, and Scotland. They average about 20
children each day, except for the Fourth of July weekend, when
the staff is increased to 19 to accommodate more than 100 chil-
dren.

The hotel offers an afternoon and an evening children’s pro-
gram every day of the week, from Memorial Day through Labor
Day, free to overnight guests. Children 11 and under also stay
and eat free at the hotel.

The program is a great place for kids and is part of the
hotel’s philosophy to offer family amenities to make the
guests’ stay more comfortable and to attract more families to
the hotel, said Ken Hayward, vice-president of sales and mar-
keting. Grand Hotel, he added, is a generational vacation spot
that attracts adults, who have visited the hotel as children,
and then return years later with their own children.
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Hotel Programs Entertain
Kids on a Grand Scale

Rock painting and
stone skipping were
enjoyed at Grand
Hotel’s children’s 
program Saturday,
July 9. Standing on 
the rocky shore, three
serious stone skippers
take aim at the water’s
surface with carefully
chosen stones. From
left are Shelby Anton
of Kalamazoo, Annie
Frego of Ann Arbor,
and Gracie
Kirschbaum 
of Los Angeles,
California.

Alexis Cantz of Brookfield, Wisconsin,
selects her next color.

At right: Quinn Fricke of Ashland,
Nebraska, pauses in stone painting to contem-
plate her design.

In deep concentration, while adding bright red
paint to her stone, is Kaylie Caraway of Tampa,
Florida.

Pianist Adam Fellegi Weaves History, Technology in Music
By Jessica Delaney

In Rome, there is a fresco
painted by Michelangelo enti-
tled “The Last Judgment.”
Near the bottom of the paint-
ing is a depiction of men who
have been sentenced to an eter-
nity in Hell. One of the men
has one eye open and one
closed because he does not
want to see his fate, but at the
same time, he is unable to look
away.

“That is not what I want
from you,” Hungarian pianist
Adam Fellegi told concertgo-
ers Sunday, July 10, during a
small recital. “Don’t be that
man. Close your eyes all the
way, and allow yourself to
look into your soul. That is
what classical music lets you
do.”

Mr. Fellegi, an internation-
ally acclaimed concert pianist,
arrived on the Island Friday,
July 8, when he performed an
evening concert with the
Chicago Chamber Orchestra to
raise money for the Mackinac
Island Community Found-
ation. He remained through the
week to perform at other ven-
ues. 

What Mr. Fellegi had really
been excited about when pre-
sented with the opportunity to
come to the Island was small-
er, more intimate piano
recitals. His desire was easily
answered, with four scheduled
performances, three of which
occurred at the home of Dr.
Robert Spitzer, a cousin of Mr.

Fellegi’s. The fourth perform-
ance was planned for the Inn at
Stonecliffe.

During the hour and a half
recital Sunday, Mr. Fellegi
gave words of advice and short
anecdotes to the two dozen
people in attendance. He inter-
wove information and per-
formance, and allowed time
for questions from the audi-
ence. 

He lauded the recital as
something “truly Mackinac.”
Because Dr. Spitzer could not
find a grand piano, he pur-
chased a professional-quality
electric keyboard. Mr. Fellegi
both paid homage to the key-
board’s imitation of a Stein-
way piano and praised the way
in which the concert represent-
ed the Island.

“You live here with horses
and no cars, but you have elec-
tricity, Internet, and plumb-
ing,” he said. “Everyone lives
here in this 19th century set-
ting with 21st century technol-
ogy. That is like me on this
piano. I am playing 19th cen-
tury music on a 21st century
piano.”

Mr. Fellegi also reminded
those assembled of the impor-
tance of attending live con-
certs, saying, “Living music is
like a living plant, which is
always preferable to a painted
plant.”

Guests were invited to min-
gle with both the host family
and the visiting artist during a
short intermission and after the

performance. 
The recital included music

by Chopin, Liszt, Gershwin,
and two of Mr. Fellegi’s
favorite composers, Beethoven
and Mozart. It ended with a rag
by Scott Joplin and edited by
Mr. Fellegi.

Mr. Fellegi has one last per-

formance scheduled on the
Island, Friday July 15, at 7
p.m. at Dr. Spitzer’s Moon-
dance Cottage at Woodbluff.
To attend, call Dr. Spitzer at
847-6151.

Based on the response for
this year’s series of concerts
and recitals, Mr. Fellegi is con-

sidering making his visit to the
Island a yearly activity, and Dr.
Spitzer is hoping to be able to
begin a classical music festival
on the Island. 

Sunday, July 17, Mr. Fellegi
will be departing for Germany,
where he will perform in the
Wagner Festival.

Hungarian pianist Adam Fellegi (seated) performed a series of piano recitals while staying
on the Island. Pictured with him is the Spitzer family, who hosted the pianist. From left are Dr.
Robert Spitzer, Dr. Ann Silverman, and daughters Sarah, Rachel, and Rivka.


