
Island, go down through
Holland, and finally fly back
out of Detroit. They want to see
many things, and we’re show-
ing them the highlights of
Michigan.”

Mr. Green will also be offer-
ing a similar service for compa-
nies or associations that plan to
hold a meeting on the Island
through Mackinac Island Meet-
ing Planners. It will provide
packages specifically designed
for the association, whether it
be a teacher’s association or a
medical group.

Mackinac Island Wedding
Planners will offer most com-
ponents of a wedding: tuxedos,
church rentals, food and bever-
ages, photographers, everything
but invitations. 

“The bride in Dearborn or
Chicago doesn’t know what she
needs to get married on the
Island,” said Alison Passino,
director of travel and special
events. “We step in and provide
her with all of the options.”

Mr. Green said he has
always been focused on bring-
ing motor coach travel to Mack-
inac Island and increasing
group travel. This form of trav-
el, however, has recently
changed, he said.

“There’s a gap between the
seniors who do motor coach
trips and those that fly in from
out-of-state,” he noted. “Today,
there is a more sophisticated
traveler, and we’re selling to
Europe, overseas, and to out-
skirting areas.”

To gather business for the
companies, representatives pro-
mote their services at travel
shows, and, in the case of
Wedding Planners, at wedding
shows. They share strategies
with the agencies on how to
promote group tourism. Ac-
cording to Mr. Green, the shows

have thus far been successful,
with many travel agencies
interested in arranging trips to
the Island. 

One example of a travel
package being promoted is one
that is pitched to people inter-
ested in horses, and Mr. Green
said he expects to find a good
market in the Kentucky and
Tennessee areas.

The three companies were
formed about six months ago,
but have only recently been
fully up and running, with
phone lines manned and a com-
pleted Web site. There are three
full-time salespeople working
for Mackinaw City Receptive
Services, and 12 full-time staff
members working with their
sister organizations in Detroit
and Holland.

Mr. Green believes that
group travel is one of the most
important forms of tourism to
appeal to, calling the groups
“the staple of the community.”
While day travelers will change
plans owing to extraneous cir-
cumstances, such as weather or
the cost of gasoline, he said,

pre-arranged group tours, con-
ferences, and weddings will
not. 

To encourage more groups
to come to the Island, he said
professional services are need-
ed to make certain that the
guests enjoy their visit.

Ms. Passino agreed.
“It all comes down to servic-

ing the guest,” she said. “That is
our number one goal and our
number one priority.”

By Jessica Delaney
Why start up just one new

business when it’s possible to
begin three? That was the ideol-
ogy Lake View Hotel operator
Ira Green took up six months
ago when he began Mackinaw
City Receptive Services, Mack-
inac Island Meeting Planners,
and Mackinac Island Wedding
Planners. All three, he said, are
intrinsically connected by a
common theme: An effort to
bring more people to Mackinac
Island.

The companies were born
from changes in tourism and
the people coming to Mack-
inac. Receptive Services, espe-
cially, is an attempt to reach out
to new clientele.

“This business evolved out
of demand,” said Mr. Green.
“Yesterday, tourists from In-
diana could fill a hotel and
there was no room for other
markets. But today, we’re
reaching out to other groups,
who don’t necessarily know
how to get here.”

Mackinaw City Receptive
Services assists travel agencies
in bringing people, most specif-
ically groups, to the Island, and

to other areas in Michigan.
When a group wants to travel,
they will lay out plans through
local travel agencies. Most
travel agencies have a depart-
ment focused on group travel,
and Receptive Services works
with them to arrange trans-
portation and lodging and to
plan an itinerary for the visitors.

To coordinate visits to the
Island, Mackinaw City Recep-
tive Services has teamed up
with two other Michigan com-
panies, one in Detroit , the other
in Holland. As a company, it
needs to know all of the high-
lights in Michigan, as well as
basic logistics throughout the
rest of the United States.
According to Mr. Green, an
out-of-state traveler is generally
going to want to see all of
Michigan, not just Mackinac
Island, so his company will
assist travelers in seeing other
state highlights.

“A group will fly in to
Detroit, and they’ll want to see
other things as well,” said Mr.
Green. “Maybe they’ll see the
Henry Ford Museum, have
lunch in Frankenmuth, do two
or three days on Mackinac
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PLUMBING & HEATING
115 Elliott, St. Ignace • (906) 643-9595 •   Open Monday - Friday 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Franciscan
Towel Bar • Toilet Paper Holder • Glass Shelves • Soap Dish

The legendary period of Victorian architectural design left its
mark all over the world. To honor this classical style Gatco developed 
the Franciscan Collection. Made of fine imported porcelain, each 
brilliant piece is hand polished pure solid forged brass. This collection
truly exemplifies classical period design adding grace and sophistication 
to all bathrooms.

Available in:
• Polished Brass with a Lacquered Finish 
• Chrome Finish • Satin Nickel Finish

Marina
Towel Bar • Toilet Paper Holder • Glass Shelves • Soap Dish

Only the most discerning and provocative taste call on our Marina 
Collection for the bathroom.
Its charming, graceful design gleans elegance and function. 
Made of 100% pure solid forged brass, each piece adds a touch of 
sophistication to your home.

Available in:
• Polished Brass with a Lacquered Finish 
• Chrome Finish • Satin Nickel Finish

NEW AT BELONGA’S

ALSO AVAILABLE...
FULL LINE OF GATCO

FASHION BATH HARDWARE

“Post Race”  by John Manikoff

Signed, Numbered Limited Edition Prints are available at

A Victorian Boutique Featuring
Gifts, Jewelry and Fine Art

In the Horse Corral Mall on Main Street 
P. O. Box 1539, Mackinac Island, MI 49757  

(906) 847-1006       ~ We Ship ~

Hair, Nails,
Facials, Massage, 

Tanning

FRENCH OUTPOST

847-9977
MISSION POINT

located in the tower

847-3312

IDEAL LOT
FOR SALE

Excellent Location
Directly behind 
Mission Church

Quiet, No Hills, Historic Area,
Lot Size is 100’x60’, 

View of Straits, Ideal Spot 
for Large Victorian Home.

Existing 3 Bdrm Ranch 
on lot. (Zoned R-3)

Sale Price 

$519,000 
Call Sandra Arnold 

(906) 847-6391

Receptive Services Seeks To Boost Mackinac Island Tourism

Blisse Beardsley, Emma Chambers
Earn Little Stone Church Scholarships

Blisse Beardsley (left) and Emma Chambers were awarded
scholarships from Little Stone Church Sunday, July 3. Ms.
Beardsley will receive $5,000 for four years while attending the
University of Michigan in Ann Arbor and Ms. Chambers will
receive $2,500 for two years while attending Ferris State
University in Big Rapids. Little Stone Church has granted
more than $150,000 in scholarships over more than 10 years to
Mackinac Island Public School graduates. Recipients are cho-
sen for community involvement, academic achievement, and
future potential. Standing with the students is the Reverend
Vincent Carroll.


