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Residents Speak Out About Island S Future Growth

“Don't make us look like
Manhattan,” said Kathy Arbib
during a public hearing Monday,
August 29, organized by the
Master Plan Committee. Sheand
others voiced opinions on the
direction they want the city to
take in planning future growth
and development on Mackinac
Idand.

“It's not the development, it's
the density,” she said.

Other ideas expressed at the
meeting were the need to pre-
serve the horse culture and the
ability of the city to meet water
and sewer requirements for
growth.

“Your presencetonight iscru-
cia,” sad Master Plan Com-
mittee Chairman Mike Hart to
about 50 residents in attendance.
The committee is in the process
of revising the Idand’s master
plan, last updated in 1999. The
plan is used as a vision for how
the city will look 20 yearsin the
future and asatool for amending
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the zonmg ordinance to reach
that vision.

“The Master Plan will pro-
vide a firm foundation for revis-
ing and updating the ordi-
nances,” said Connie Dimond of
JIR in Ann Arbor, who is assist-
ing the committee with the mas-
ter plan revision. During the
mesting, she kept avisual record
of comments on a board in the
front of the room for al to see.
She also explained the planning
process, which can be challeng-
ing because of the seasona
nature of the resort community.

She said that the committee
will come up with three scenar-
ios of the Idand’s future and, by
spring, will present one pre-
ferred alternative based on com-
ments from al of the hearings
and on the survey that has been
circulated.

Those interested in spesking
signed up as they entered the
meeting hall and were given two
minutes to voice their opinion.
Additional time for comments
was given at the end.

“When do we say enough?’
Susan Lenfestey asked, referring
to the increasing number of lots
she seesfor saleonthe Idand. “|
think we're there.”

She also said the city must be
consistent in its enforcement of
ordinances and not show
favoritism.

“l don't know if densty is
good or bad,” said Michael
Stack, an attorney for Mission
Point Resort, responding to den-
sity comments. “There is some-
thing that can be charming about
density as long as it's done
right.”

Jack Armstrong agreed,
explaining that a better program
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Just under 50 residents gath athe Community Hall to
voice their opinions on the future growth and development of

Mackinac | land.

isto provide open spaces. Rather
than offer larger lots, he said,
establish smaller lots and then
provide open areas in subdivi-
sions. Thisis a practice done in
other devel opments.

Mackinac 1dand Horsemen's
Association memberstook to the
microphone to address their con-
cerns over the Idand's dowly
eroding horse culture. Applause
met Leanne Brodeur’'s com-
ments that an inventory taken a
few years back found 58 horse
stables, compared to approxi-
mately 24 in use today.

“We're not promoting hors-
es,” she noted, “which is what
theldand is all about.”

Trish Martin agreed. She said
tourism is the Idand’s industry
and she noted the important role
horses play in tourism. Ms.
Martin  quoted Dr. Bill
Chambers, saying, “If we lose
the horse culture, we'll just be
another Island.”

Current zoning restrictions on
barns make it difficult for res-
dents to build them added Lin
Sheppard and Candi Dunnigan.

Addressing the city’s limited
ability to provide water and
sewer to new or expanded devel-
opment, now restricted to about
15 new households a year, Ms.
Dimond said, “There's about six
years worth of capacity left, but
it'snot quite that simple, because
if you want to make the decision
ultimately to expand capacity,
you can't decidein acrisis situa
tion. You need to start doing
some planning in advance of a
crisis so that you have figured
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out logigtically where and how
technically that can be done
from afinancia standpoint.”
Themagter planwill hepfocus
on infrastructure needs, she said.
Additional areas residents
focused on during the comment
period included preserving the
area'snatural history, assistingin
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the protection of the Mackinac
Idand State Park, reducing the
number of motor vehicle permits
issued on the Idand, especialy
those for use a the State Dock
near British Landing, curbing
development, preserving what
already is on Idand, and provid-
ing more services for tourists,
including more public rest-
rooms. Residents also asked the
committee to consider limiting
the number of bicycles brought
by tourists and adding entertain-
ment on the shoreline. An
increase in advertising and a bet-
ter Web site may help toincrease
tourism, citizens noted.
Additiond surveys are avail-
able at city offices in the
Community Hall. Responses are
due back to Kelly Bean by
Thursday, September 15.

Little Stone Church Gets New Look

Little Stone Church got new
doors Tuesday, August 16,
replacing the original, 101-year-
old, which had bad locks.

An order for the new doors
was placed during the winter, but
sedling the doors a specia way
as to protect them from changes
in the weather took time, said
Buzz Waggoner, who is modera-
tor at Little Stone Church.

Contractor Barry BeDour
was responsible for the ingtalla-
tion of the new doors, which
came equipped with a new han-
dleand lock set.

After 101 years, Little Stone
Church gets new doors.

Corrigan Property Dispute Ends;
School Handbook To Be Revised

By Jessica Delaney

A dispute centering on owner-
ship of property between the
Mackinac I1dand Public Schools,
the City of Mackinac Idand, and
Tom Corrigan has findly drawn
to a close. There was a problem
regarding property lying between
Mr. Corrigan's estate and the
school. It was discovered that Mr.
Corrigan actudly had a clam to
ownership on land that reached a
few feet indde of the school
building. Quit clam deeds have
been filed, however, to solve the
problem, and the school will
retain its property up to an exist-
ing fence which separates the
school and Mr. Corrigan’s proper-

ty.

Discussion of revising the
school handbook intrigued board
members. Superintendent Jack
Dehring dlaimed that severd parts
of the handbook have been con-
fusing for some parents and that
rewriting will make them more
eadly understood.

“We're jugt trying to clarify
some language that can be hard to
understand,” said Mr. Dehring.
“It's mostly minor wording
changes about attendance policy.”

Mr. Dehring adso wants to
change graduation requirements.
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Currently, the handbook reads
that sudents are required to take
industrial arts aswell as computer
science. In the past, however, ne-
ther subject has been offered. Mr.
Dehring suggested that the hand-
book state that these classes were
recommended, but not required.

Also, the State of Michigan is
exploring changing the require-
ments that sudents take a certain
number of credits in math, sci-
ence, socid science, and English.
Mr. Dehring suggested that there
be arequirement of four creditsin
each of the core classes, and that
two writing classes be required as
part of the English requirement.

Currently, students are re-
quired to have 25 credits for grad-
uation. Over a course of four
years, astudent traditionally takes
28 credits, meaning that three
classes can befailed. Mr. Dehring
would like to increese the tota
number of creditsto 26.

None of the suggested changes
to graduation requirements would
be effective for the class of 2006,
athough the superintendent
would liketo seethe class of 2007
having the new rulestoward grad-
uation. The board will continue
discusson and vote on the
changes at alater date.
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