
Mackinac Island Community
Foundation is accepting fall
grant applications until Nov-
ember 1 for grants that will be
awarded in early December. Any
nonprofit organization can apply
for a grant from the foundation.

A grant writing workshop
and open house has been sched-
uled for Wednesday, October 19,
from 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. at the
Mackinac Island Community
Foundation office in the Twilight
Inn on Hoban Street, across the
from the Village Inn Restaurant.
The evening provides an oppor-
tunity to receive grant writing
advice and assistance, said Mrs.
Bloswick. 

For a grant application or
additional information, contact
the Mackinac Island Community
Foundation at 847-3701. 

The foundation provides
grants from earned income on
endowed funds. Many of the
funds have been created by
donors to support programs in
specific areas of interest, such as
health and human services, com-
munity arts, youth activities, the
environment, conservation, his-
torical writing and preservation,
and horse tradition.

By Karen Gould
The Mackinac Island City

Council, meeting September 14,
discussed an alleged zoning vio-
lation at Violet Condominiums,
agreed to contact the Corps of
Engineers about a breakwall
extension, and heard compli-
ments for firemen and the police.
Council also approved six motor
vehicle permits, gave the go-
ahead for a special permit allow-
ing a band to play after 11 p.m.,
and approved an on-Island busi-
ness license.

Council directed City
Attorney Tom Evashevski to
contact the owners of Violet
Condominiums and advise they
are in violation of the zoning
ordinance and cannot rent out
units by the night. The new con-
dominium development, just
west of Mission Point Resort, is
advertising in a sales brochure
that units can be rented by the
night. Council noted the devel-
opment does not have a business
license for that purpose. 

Alderman Jason St. Onge
abstained from the vote, since he
had just been hired by the owner
for a project.

Council will send a letter to
the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers requesting they con-
tinue with a project that includes
investigating wave damage in
the Mackinac Island harbor. The
letter states the City’s intent to
continue with the feasibility
phase of the study. The City is
trying to determine whether a
third breakwall, off the end of
the east breakwall, will solve the
problem.

Several letters were read by
Mayor Margaret Doud at the
meeting.

“You saved my building,”
wrote Cissy Springate in a letter
to Mackinac Island firefighters.

In a separate letter, Dennis
Mikus wrote, “I am in awe of the
hard work, dedication to duty,
and the courage the firefighters
displayed while fighting this fire.
You are true heroes.”

The two letters commended
Fire Chief Dennis Bradley and

the Mackinac Island Volunteer
Fire Department for help in
fighting the blaze Sunday,
August 28, that destroyed Mama
Mia’s Pizza Restaurant and the
Mackinac Bridge Museum in
Mackinaw City. 

Ms. Springate owns Shirt
Tales, a sportswear store across
the street from the fire, and Mr.
Mikus is from Coffman Hard-
ware, a building attached to the
restaurant and museum, which
have been declared complete
losses.

Chief Bradley was in atten-
dance at the meeting, as were
several firefighters, including
Armin Porter, Jason St. Onge,
and Dan Wightman, who serve
on the city council. Enclosed
with each letter was a donation
to the Mackinac Island Fire
Department.

The other letters read by the
Mayor during the meeting
included an apology to Island
residents from Department of
Public Works Chairman R.D.
Musser, Jr., and a thank-you to a
police officer and dray driver
who helped a disabled visitor.

“I would like to read this so it
does go into public record. I
hope that this will put this matter
behind us,” said Mayor Doud,
referring to the recent decision
by Island residents Rita Sue and
Elliot Cohen to sell their 46-acre
estate, in part after a disagree-
ment with Department of Public
Works over the responsibility for
a broken water line near their
cottage. The apology was writ-
ten to the Cohens August 6, prior
to the mid-September announce-
ment of sale.

“The DPW in its entirety,
Bruce Zimmerman and his staff,
and me, are all very apologetic to
you both. Your difficulties of the
spring are of great concern.
Obviously, we were not helpful
on the telephone or in person.

We are sorry and regretful and
we apologize profusely to you
both,” wrote Mr. Musser.

The Cohens claim the water
line belongs to the city. The city
says it does not own the line, but
paid for its repair and offered to
build a new access line. The
Cohens have rejected the new
pipe.

Island visitor Brady Abdalla
of Fox Lake, Illinois, wrote a let-
ter to Police Chief Bill Lenaghan
telling him how Officer Jimmy
Hagenbaugh had rescued him
after the battery in his mobility
scooter had died as he and his
wife reached British Landing.
Officer Hagenbaugh was able to
locate a dray that could handle
the scooter and bring the
Abdallas back to town. Dray
driver Todd Massaway gave the
stranded visitors an insider’s tour
on the way back to town. 

“Believe me, that ride was the
high point of my visit,” wrote Mr.
Abdalla. “They took an untenable
situation and coped with it easi-
ly,” he wrote of both men.

Council approved a request
for six motor vehicle permits for
two home sites from Belonga
Plumbing of St. Ignace. The
equipment is needed for two
new single family homes being
constructed on the Island. The
homes are for Tom McGovern
and Jason St. Onge, who
abstained from voting on the
three permits for his property.

Council granted a special per-
mit to allow a band to play out-
side at the Jockey Club until 12
a.m. on Saturday, September 24,
one hour after the city normally
requires bands to stop playing.
The request came from the
DeVos For Governor campaign.
The original request had asked
for a 1 a.m. permit.

Council approved an on-
Island business license for Moga
Condo Rentals at Stonecliffe.
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MACKINAC OUTFITTER
and

MARINE SUPPLY

40% - 50% OFF
STORE-WIDE

• SUNGLASSES • CLOTHING • FOOTWEAR • PACKS
• NAVIGATION CHARTS • MARINE HARDWARE

• GEAR AND ACCESSORIES

Open for Christmas and New Years 
Call Store for Hours

East End of State Marina, 
Mackinac Island, MI • (906) 847-6100

Pam
Happy Birthday

Around 50?
Daily Flights
to and from
Pellston and
Traverse City

Charter Air Service
to Detroit, Chicago, etc.

Great Lakes Air
ST. IGNACE (906) 643-7165

Serving
Mackinac Island

Since 1980

UPHOLSTERY

FURNITURE RESTORATION

CHAIR CANING

Now Taking Jobs for
Fall & Winter Work

The Emporium
110 N. State Street

St. Ignace, MI 49781

Mackinac Island held a Hurricane Katrina Disaster Relief
Fundraiser Thursday, September 8, at the Community Hall
and raised more than $18,000. The Island sent $1,000 to a
foundation that is rescuing pets. During the City Council
meeting Wednesday, September 14, Mayor Margaret Doud
(left) presented $17,441.50 to Susan Bentley of the Tri-County
Chapter of the American Red Cross, representing Mackinac,
Chippewa, and Luce counties.

Council Looks Into Zoning Violation

Grant Applications Available

The Haunted Theatre in The Orpheum building on
Main Street is getting a new staircase. Welden “Shorty”
Blum has owned the business since 1974 and believes this
is the first time the steps have been replaced in 30 years
and he wants to make the entrance more attractive. 

Spooky
Theatre

Gets New
Staircase


