
This is the season for annu-
al boosters and vaccinations
for horses – pleasure, pasture,
or working. Vaccinations are a
vital part of equine manage-
ment. If they’re incorporated
into a regular program that
includes deworming, a safe
environment, ample clean
water, and good hay and grain,
both horse and owner should
be set to enjoy productive and
happy years together.

As I’ve stated before, and
learned firsthand, vaccination
does not prevent disease but it
helps to minimize it and pre-
vent the risk of infection. The
most important of shots are
tetanus, influenza, and those
for encephalomyelitis (sleep-
ing sickness). The other most
responsible thing a horse
owner should do is have an

annual Coggins test.
Every year I’m asked about

this, and as the world becomes
more open to the potential
threat of communicable dis-
eases, it becomes more impor-
tant we should adhere to guide-
lines that involve the safety of
livestock. A Coggins test is a
valuable tool.

So what is a Coggins test?
It’s a test in which a vial of
blood is drawn from the neck
of a horse and used to detect

the disease called EIA - Equine
Infectious Anemia, also known
as “Swamp Fever.” This viral
disease affects horses, ponies,
mules, and donkeys. Once
infected, the animals are infect-
ed for life. There is no vaccine,
nor is there a cure. The animal
dies or must be euthanized.

EIA is not contagious to
humans, and it is not directly
contagious to equines but it is
spread by contaminated blood.

The transmission from
horse to horse is usually via
horse-flies, deer flies, and less
frequently, mosquitoes. EIA is
not the West Nile virus. Rather,
in this case the flies, which
potentially can hold infected
blood in their mouths, will fly
to another animal or herd mate
to finish their meal, and bite
again.

The first documented case
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The Carriage House Restaurant
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Iroquois Hotel

Waterfront Verandah Dining
103 years of style and service

(906) - 847-3321
www.iroquoishotel.com

The Carriage House commands a stunning waterfront location and serves 
breakfast, lunch and dinner on the verandah or in the glass-enclosed dining
room and piano bar.

At lunch, enjoy the Smoked Chicken Salad with Apples, Almonds,
Currants and Gorgonzola Cheese.

For dinner, try our Pan-seared Diver Scallops with Lemongrass, Ginger,
Vermouth and Frizzled Leeks or Maple Glazed Pork Tenderloin with
Carmelized Apples, Calvados Sauce and Dauphinois Potatoes.

For a sweet ending to your day on Mackinac, try one of our special
desserts; the Mile-High Lemon Meringue Pie or the Famous Iroquois Hot
Fudge Ice Cream Puff. Now Accepting Reservations 

for the 2006 Season

A Mackinac 
History & Guide
Available at

Benjamin of 
Mackinac Island
The Island Book Store
The Picture Shop on
Main Street
And at 

Mackinac Historic
Parks – Shops
By
Robert E. Benjamin
Phone 906 847 3822

Licensed Insured

CRYDERMAN
BUILDERS, INC.

~ Jeff Cryderman ~

New Homes • Remodeling • Garages
Additions • Roofing • Siding

ST. IGNACE (906) 643-7437

What Is a Coggins Test and Why Do Horses Need It?

HORSE TA ES
by Candice C. Dunnigan

was recorded in 1843 in
France. The first case in
America was in 1888 in
Wisconsin and it was known
then as the “equine relapsing
fever.” In 1891 an epidemic hit
Wyoming and in 1947 the
Rockingham Pace Racetrack in
New Hampshire was devastat-
ed when 77 horses died. In
1970, Dr. Leroy Coggins, from
Cornwell University, devel-
oped the first accurate labora-
tory procedure for diagnosis.
The test, named after him, does
not detect the virus, but does
detect the presence of the anti-
bodies in the animal’s blood.

Since then the U.S. govern-
ment has required that any ani-
mal imported to the country
must have a negative test
before admittance. Most laws
dealing with EIA are estab-
lished at the state level. A few
states require a negative test in
the last six months, but most
accept those from the last 12
months.

Michigan requires an annu-
al Coggins test. Horses coming
from downstate may be
stopped at the Mackinac
Bridge and owners or handlers
may be required to show proof
of a negative Coggins. This is
often in conjunction with the
stopping of all transports haul-
ing wood. Horse trailers may
be stopped because of carrying
wood shavings, as part of the
Emerald Ash Borer insect
crackdown, and regulatory
officials have been alerted to
the seriousness of EIA. 

The average cost for a

Coggins test is between $20
and $35 and it can only be per-
formed by a licensed veterinar-
ian who fills out a form to pos-
itively identify the horse. The
blood test is then sent to a state
testing laboratory. The report
comes back to the veterinarian
and then it is sent to the owner.
Some laboratories directly
send the report to the owner,
but each veterinarian has a
copy on file.

In any event, it’s a good
practice to have your papers on
hand before trailering on the
highways. Recently the fol-
lowing organizations have
mandated proof of a current
negative Coggins before any
entries in shows or approved
sales: the Michigan Farm
Bureau, the American Quarter
Horse Association, the Ameri-
can Paint Horse Association,
the United States Equestrian
Federation, the United States
Dressage Association, the
National American Reining
Association, the National 4-H
Association, and the United
States Eventing Association. 

Do not buy a horse unless
you have proof of a current
negative Coggins, or have it
mandated as part of your pur-
chase contract, even if you
have to pay for it yourself.

Candice Dunnigan is an
active member of the American
Equestrian Association, the
Waterloo Hunt, and the
Mackinac Island Horsemen’s
Association. Seasonally she
resides at Easterly Cottage.

Mackinac Island American
Legion Post 299, in conjunction
with Mackinac Island Public
School, is collecting old cellular
telephones and print cartridges
for recycling. The “Soldiers 4
Soldiers” program processes
the items and the American
Legion receives $1 for car-
tridges and $3 for cell phones
and earmarks the funds for its
National Emergency Fund, The
Child Welfare Foundation, and

Legacy Scholarship Fund, all
benefiting American Legion
members and their families. 

Old cell phones and print
cartridges can be dropped off at
the Mackinac Island Post
Office, Mackinac Island Police
Department, and Mackinac
Island Department of Public
Works office. These items may
also be put in sealable sandwich
bags and placed in residential
recycling tubs.

American Legion Seeks Cell
Phones, Cartridge Donations

Lindsay Allen Intern for Judge
Lindsay Allen , a 2002 grad-

uate of Mackinac Island Public
School, is spending spring
term at the University of
Michigan interning with Judge
Melinda Morris, who serves
the Washtenaw County Trial
Court Civil and Criminal
Division. She will return to

Mackinac Island to work at the
end of June.

Ms. Allen is a senior
studying political science
and sociology and is consid-
ering law school. She is the
daughter of Karen Allen,
who teaches at Mackinac
Island Public School.


