
By Adelbert 
“Delbert” Bunker

Gunnery Sergeant, United
States Marine Corps (Ret.)
After 21 years, retiring as a

Marine Gunnery Sergeant, my
mind many times goes back to
those years. 

In my small shirt shop on
Star Line Main Dock in St.
Ignace, I have a small decal on
the cash register that reads
“U.S.M.C. Retired,” and on
the counter there is a cap with
a Marine Corps emblem with
the words “Presidential Guard.” 

Each of these two items has
a special reason for being in
those places. Each day present
or former members of the mil-
itary pass through the store,
and when they spot those two
items, it sparks some conver-
sation. No matter what service
they’re in, it’s always an
enjoyable conversation. 

Even after all the years, we
still joke about the other serv-
ices. One old Navy man asked
the question, “Why are there
Marines aboard Navy ships?” I
thought for a moment and gave
him my answer, “To serve as a
landing party when needed.”
This old Navy man, with a
smile, said, “No, it is so the
crew would have someone to
dance with.” 

An old Army man once said

he was going to join the
Marines, “but when the
recruiter found out my mother
and father were married, they
turned me down.” 

With the jokes aside, there
is always seriousness. The
question always comes up
about where we were assigned
and what our duties were. I
mention all of mine, but the
one that is of most interest to
anyone is my five-year assign-
ment to the White House
Ceremonial Guard, from 1951
to 1954, when President Harry
Truman was leaving office and
President Dwight D. Eisen-
hower was coming in, and then
from 1959 to 1961, when
President Eisenhower was
leaving office and President
John F. Kennedy was coming
in. 

During these times, we per-
formed parades, ceremonies,
wreath layings, and were
assigned duties at Blair House
and at Camp David. At these
functions we saw many heads
of state: USSR Premier Nikita
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at noon the flag will be raised
to full-staff. 

Flowers for the Memorial
Day program are being provid-
ed by Delbert Bunker.

Post members include
Donald Andress, Francis
Andress, James Bazinau,
Robert Benjamin, Robert
Benser, Roy Bessell Jr., John
Bloswick, Francis Bourisaw,
Dennis Brodeur, Francis
Bunker, Louis Bunker, Thomas
Bunker, Vincent Carroll,
Edward Chambers, Richard
Czapek, Dennis Dombroski,
John Dyer, John Findley, Lois
Findley, Donald Francis, Dale
Gensman, Robert Gillespie,

Lance Greenlee, Ed Hale,
James Hamilton, Edward
Horn, Loren Horn, Robert
Horn, John Hulett III, Cory
Kaminen, David Karhoff, Peter
Komblevitz, Leo Krzeminski,
David LaPine, William
Lenaghan, Marvin May,
Eamon Moloney, Ronald
O’Neill, Calvin Rogers,
Alexander Shanku, MaryAnne
Shannon, Scott Stevenson,
Robert St. Louis, Glenn St.
Onge, Robert St. Onge, Robert
St. Onge Jr., Mary Gillespie-
Thompson, James Wandrie,
Otto Wandrie, Paul Wandrie,
Peter Wandrie, Arnold Werner,
James Williams, Sunshine
Woodard, and Wayne Zwo-
linski.

Memorial Day Services Planned
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Island Veteran Shares Memories: ‘Once a Marine, Always a Marine’
Kruschev, British Prime
Minister Harold Macmillan,
and French President Charles
de Gaulle, among them. At the
inaugural ball for President
Kennedy, I was assigned the
duty as Non-commissioned
Officer in Charge of all the
Marines at the ball. 

But then people ask me what
I recall most vividly of my
career. Well, it wasn’t any of
those ceremonies or important
people. On this Memorial Day,
I would like to tell about the
ceremony that sticks with me
the most. 

Most of you are familiar
with Washington, D.C. and
Arlington National Cemetery
across the Potomac River,
where men and women from
every service are buried. 

When military personnel are
buried at Arlington, their
respective service is involved
in the burial. When the remains
first arrive, they’re brought to a
local funeral home and the
funeral director contacts the
military service of the individ-
ual to arrange the burial serv-
ice. The military service
responsible provides a bugler,
body bearers, and a firing party. 

On this one occasion, I was
assigned as the Non-commis-
sioned Officer in Charge of a
burial detail for a Marine. At
the completion of this detail, a

man from another funeral
approached me and asked,
“Sergeant, I wonder if you
could help me. We have an
Army man to be buried, but
because of a mix-up in the
scheduling, we could not
arrange for a burial detail from
the United States Army. Would
you be able to help with his
burial?” 

My Marine burial detail was
there, we had ammunition for a
proper gun salute, and I told
him, “We would be very
pleased and honored to help
with the Army man’s burial.” 

We proceeded to the other
side of Arlington and per-
formed the ceremony for this
soldier’s burial. The thing that I
remember the most is that there
was no one at the grave side
except the man from the funer-
al home. 

No, it’s not the heads of state
from around the world, it is this
Army man who may have been
a private, corporal, sergeant, or
maybe even an officer, but I
remember him. 

So on this Memorial Day, let
us remember those who some-
how have been forgotten, and
at their burial let there not just
be a bugler, firing party, body
bearers, and the man from the
funeral home.

Always remember!

Adelbert “Delbert” Bunker, Gunnery Sergeant, United
States Marine Corps

Alma Middle School Students Visit
Maddy Weatherby, Hannah

Schrauben, and Megan Cook
visited the Town Crier office
Wednesday, May 24. They

were on a fact-finding tour of
the Island with their leadership
class from Alma Middle
School.


