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New Tribal Casino Plans Expanded To Resolve Gaming Land Setback

*Continued from page 12
parcel is within or contiguous
to the reservation boundaries
of the tribe on October 17,
1988.

Itisnot.

The 2000 parcel abuts a
parcel purchased in 1983 by
the tribe. It was taken into trust
under the Indian Reor-
ganization Act (IRA), is not
within the reservation and can-
not be qualified as a reserva-
tion by the IGRA, which
means the 2000 parcel is not
contiguous to the reservation.

“This issue was unfortu-
nately unavoidable due to the
circumstances,” said Tribal
Chairperson Aaron Payment. .
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. Although this situation is
discouraging, this may prove
to be ablessing in disguise.

“We are now looking to fur-
ther expand our gaming floor
at the new facility, which will
allow us to utilize the current
available space to provide
entertainment for our guests.
The good news is this issue
will not delay the soft opening
of our new hotel, restaurant,
lounge, and bar at our new
site,” said Mr. Payment.

With gaming in a separate
structure from the hotel and
restaurant, a shuttle service
will be available.

“We are also adding to our
current executive host staff,
valet, and shuttle services in
order to make the transition as
smooth as possible for our
guests and to ensure that our
customers receive the utmost
care and highest level of cus-
tomer service during and after
the transition of the gaming to
the new facility,” said Tony
Goetz, chief operating officer
at the casino.

More than 80 employees
have been hired to work at the
new property, bringing the
total workforce at the Kewadin
Shores to more than 375 peo-
ple.

“Anytime we can bring this
number of jobsto an area, it'sa

good thing for the entire com-
munity,” said Fred Paguin,
Unit 3 Triba Board Repre-
sentative from St. Ignace.

St. Ignace City Manager
Eric Dodson agreed.

“The casino and the whole
tribal organization have been

very good to the city itself. We
are very excited about the new
casino,” said Mr. Dodson in a
release provided by the casino.
“It will bring new visitors to
the area, and bring new life to
our troubled economy.”

Colorful Displays Are Work of Grand Gardeners
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makes them among the best-
growing plants on the grounds.

An exception to the carefully
groomed flower beds is
Wildflower Hill, which is seed-
ed with a mixture of flowers
and left to grow on its own.
Black-eyed Susans, goldenrod,
asters and other native plants
can be seen on the hill through-
out the season.

Grand Hotel's gardens fol-
low the carpet bedding style, a
technique that dates to the
Victorian era in which different
geometric shapes, patterns, and
bold colors repeat themselvesin
the lushly planted beds. In
keeping with the hotel’s
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Victorian ambiance, said Ms.
St. Onge, the gardens use many
flowers from that period, and
the bright colors of the gardens
aso help call to mind a bygone
age.

"Although they're al differ-
ent colors and changing year
after year," she explained, "they
al have that same Victorian,
formal look to them and that’'s
what people expect. It goes
along with the whole theme of
the hotel, a look back in time,
very bold and very extrava-
gant."

Designs appea to visitors
sense of color, texture, and
composition.

"For the last couple years,
we've really been working on
how colors and textures mix,"
said Mr. Beranrd. "We like to
experiment in pots and see
some really nice color combina
tions. You definitely need a mix
of foliage and flowers."

"Thereis avariety of differ-
ent inspirations,” Mr. Beranrd
added. "Sometimes we'll theme
it out, like in an election year,
we'll have a lot of reds, blues,
and whites and some flag
designs.”

The gardens and the shapes
of the vast lawn must be
designed toward their appear-
ance from all angles. Sinceiit is
one of the first things visitors
see when they walk up Grand
Hill, said Ms. St. Onge, "the Tea
Garden needs to be appealing to
the eye from a distance.”

In addition to attention to
form, the gardeners must plan
around Mackinac Idand's cli-
mate.

"We know what growswell,"
said Ms. St. Onge, explaining
that the best plants here thrive
in cooler temperatures.

Ms. St. Onge added that the
Vita Course, a wooded area
below the hotel that includes a
half-mile-long wood chip path
with exercise stations, is a good

-

example of using local plantsto
create a soothing, well-estab-
lished environment.

"WEe ve been doing a lot of
work the past couple years
adding cedar and birch trees,
which are both native to the
Island,” she said, in addition to
the smaller spring flowering
bulbs and woodland plants that
aso grow there. One of the few
places on the Island that
includes non-native plants, said
Ms. St. Onge, is by the Esther
Williams swimming pool,
wherethe gardenstry to achieve
amore lush, tropical look.

Just as the pool is a calculat-
ed exercise in using plants to
create a specific atmosphere,
the rest of the gardens are also
planned to achieve specia
effects down to the smallest
bud.

"We pretty much have every-
thing wherewewant it,"” Ms. St.
Onge said, indicating that even
the ground-covering shrubs by
the hotel’s Labyrinth were
planted and strategically placed,
and that nothing grows by acci-
dent.

In the summer, Grand Hotel
gives garden tours three times a
week, and the gardens show-
case many Island favorites.

"Everybody loves the horse
and carriage topiary" in the Tea
Garden, said Ms. St. Onge,
adding that people enjoy differ-
ent things at different times, but
that the hotel’s 50 varieties of
lilac are "dways a favorite."

"Even if you're not into
plants,” Mr. Bernard said, "I
think all our plants are appreci-
ated greatly. We grow some
unusual and beautiful things."

Grand Hotel’s intensive gar-
dening area is about 30 acres
and includes the Tea and
Wedding Gardens, the Rose
Walk, which displays Carefree
Beauty Shrub Roses, and the
Tennis House Gardens, among
severa others.
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