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Pollie Painting Depicts Mackinac’ S V\brkl ng Hors&s at lerary Exh|b|t

In the draft horses on
Mackinac Island, Elizabeth
Pallie sees large, gentle servants
that wait patiently for anew load,
seemingly disinterested in the
activities around them, yet
aways observing. In these horses

she can find a poem.
“I'm truly awestruck by
them,” she said. “I think they

comprise a sense of strength and
beauty that | am completely
awed by. The draft horse dways
strikesme asthese kind of patient
workers, and | see that over and
over again. There is a certan
sense of servitude about them
that | fed a lot of compassion
for.”

So she paintsthem in al their
moods, when they wait, when
they haul sightseers or freight, at
theend of their day, and she can't
seem to shake her fascination
with them.

A sdection of Ms. Pollie's
paintings will be on display
through July at the Mackinac
Idand Public Library in agallery
showing entitled “Horsepower:
The Horses of Mackinac.” A
reception opens the exhibit
Thursday, June 29, from 4 p.m. to

“l want to give back to the
Idand here and say, ‘ Thisiswhat
| see’”

A former freelance illugtrator
and graduate of The College for
Creative Studies in Detroit, Ms.
Pollie now works and teaches
from her West Wind Atelier
gdlery in Harbor Springs and
paints in the representationa art
genre, or what she calls poetic
realism.

“It's redism imbued with a
sense of poetry,” she said, “so it
leaves space for a greater emo-
tional response from the viewer.”

She became interested in
horses as a subject for her work
during a week-long trip to
Mackinac Idand, where she had
visited many times as “a typica
tourigt,” but was on this trip tak-
ing the time to view the Idand as
apainter.

“My whole view of theldand
was transformed,” she said, “and
as | was painting water scenes
around the Arnold Dock, | was
completely swept away by the
horses, watching them, watching
what they did on a daily basis,
watching how the light changed
their shadows, and realizing what

5p.m. arare jewe Mackinac Idand is.
The exhibit, she said, isto pay “It truly was like an awaken-
homage to the beauty of thehors-  ing for me,” she said.
es on Mackinac. She had adways thought that
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Elizabeth Pollie with one of her Mackmac pamtmgs “A Rest, WeII Deserved,” WhICh isnow
owned by Nancy and Bradley Chambers.

exotic places with exciting
images to paint were aplaneride
away, she said, “and to discover
that something so visualy excit-
ing was no more than 40 minutes
from my own home was just a
tremendous gift, artistically and
emotiondly, and, since then, I've
only grown more and more fond
of it.”

Capturing her images first on
film, Ms. Pollie creates her paint-
ings of horses in the studio from
the photographs she takes in the
field. That way she can freezethe
light, the movement, the shad-
ows, and then draw on her expe-
rience to compensate for the
color and intensity.

“As a representationd artist,”
she said, “it is very important to
work on site, so you know what
is missing from the photograph.”

But to try to capture the hors-
es live, she noted, would require
that they stay put for at least an
hour, and even then, the light and
shadows would change during
the composition and the action of
the horse would be dlusive.

“At a certain point,” she said,
“you are redly departing from
that photograph, and pretty early
on you are departing . . . to push
that, pull this, leave that out.”

This, she said, is where the
emotiona content of the painting
is added to the abstract content.

The abgtract is the arrange-
ment of shapes and values, val-
ues being the contrast between
thelights and darks, the shades of
black and white, what ones sees
when taking the color out of an
object and seeing how dark
something is compared to the
object next to it.

“That's how your brain redly
doesread things,” she notes; “not
true colors, but true values. So
the most important thing to make
a representational painting be
correct is to have the values cor-
rect, not the color.”

On the other hand, she said,
“because we are human, | am
aso looking at the emotional

* Please turn to page 7

Dining, drinks and doings at Mission Pont!

Head to
Mission Point

Resort for dining

and beverage
specials all
week long.

missionpoint.com

S6-B47-3312

L5

Bistro On The Greens
& Hagpy Howr; 300 pon bo 5200 pm,
ang] hose drink specials

® | ervicrtamment nighily, Mlonday
Uhrough sty

® Winee flights nighily

Golf and Dine Special: For every mund

i |_||I|I o the Greers of Machoanaw T8-hioke
PRIREIFH] SOURE, gEl 1L
heverme parchase ol the s, Same day anly

Frelghter Drafts Spectal: Listen far the

bartenader to ring the ship™s bell] Special beor
pricing on drafis when a
hetveren fhe buoys on 1he Sirmits

Relax on the lawn, watch the big water ships and order up something
that Il make you smile! 4 different ways to fuel your appetite for fun!

= Exrly
eIl sy Tt of

Fric ||I 1T I ParsIne

= HBreaklgei Buallei:
SEeCial!

Round lskand Bar £t Grill
& Hapgry Hour, 3200 pm o
Reduioed peices om beer and owse dimks

) pen alaiby

S12.9%5 Early Heed Bulled
1005 belfone S0 am

* Wine (lights, raghtly drink and eninfe speciak

The Epicurean

Hiril [wibnig Special. Appe i,
Ernee amnid dessert inom olr spotal memL
S 1500 T el

= Wine Mighis meghiky,

Lakeside Market Grill: Open Tor lunch

ardd et 101300 am o 400 pm ey

MISSION
POINT

LESORT
Mmkimu: Island




