
You know that it’s late in
the summer, not only because
we’re all trying to pack too
much into a short period of
time, and going a bit nuts
doing it, but because the
asters and goldenrods are
blooming, and right now
they’re blooming in abun-
dance. Some people cringe at
the mention of goldenrod, as
they think of allergies, sneez-
ing, and stuffy heads, but con-
trary to popular idea, golden-
rods cause little of the hay
fever symptoms from which
people suffer. 

Little of the pollen from
goldenrod gets into the air, as
the pollen is relatively heavy.
Instead of the pollen being

carried by the wind to cross
pollinate, the lovely golden
heads of this showy flower
attract bees and other insects,
which do most of the pollina-
tion. While people might be
sensitive to the pollens, they
probably will not come into

contact with it, as long as they
don’t stick their noses into a
bunch of the flowers. The rea-
son for these flowers getting
blamed for allergies, is that at
the same time that they
bloom, another, much less
showy, plant is also flowering,

sending its wind-borne pol-
lens into the air. This plant is
ragweed, and the other day I
noticed a mass of it growing
and blooming in the unused
portion of the turnout next to
the 4-H barn. (By the way, the
ragweed was looking very
healthy).

Goldenrod is truly a North
American plant, as there are
only a few species growing
outside of the United States
and Canada, and most of
those in Mexico. There are
some in Europe, but most of
those are cultivars that have
been imported to gardens. On
Mackinac, there are at least a
half dozen species of this
plant, some of which many

p e o p l e
would not
recognize as
goldenrod.
Most people
are familiar
with the tall
g o l d e n r o d
( S o l i d a g o
al t iss ima ) ,
which grows
in open, dry
places, or
the Canada
g o l d e n r o d
(S. canaden-
sis), which
looks quite
similar, but
there also
are golden-
rods who
live in the rich woods, like one
of my favorites, the zigzag
goldenrod (S. flexicaulis) or the
hairy goldenrod (S. hispida),
which grows in open dry woods
or rocky slopes in areas rich in
limestone. There are even gold-
enrods that live living in wet
areas, such as the Ohio golden-
rod, which likes bogs, wet
meadows, and sandy shores.
Here at Mackinac, we find it in
the calcareous fens along the

use of discounted tokens is only
part of the revenue problem fac-
ing the MBA. Bridge traffic has
been declining for seven years,
with a resulting decline in fare
revenue. While bridge tolls pay
for the every-day maintenance of
the bridge, larger projects will
need to be paid for with other
funds, the MBA predicts. The
$10 million shortfall projected
for next year, to pay, in part, for
the painting project, is a harbin-
ger, members say.

In its current business plan,
the MBA will begin next year
dipping into an investment fund
that contains more than $28 mil-
lion to pay for a new, four-year,
$75 million painting project. As
toll revenue fails to match
increasing maintenance costs,
and necessary preservation work
on the 50-year-old structure
mounts, Mr. Wikol said the MBA
will need to take more than $19.6
million from its investment fund
to supplement annual budget
needs over the next five years.

“We kind of burn through our
capital fund over that period of
time,” he noted.

A $200 million deck replace-
ment is planned in 10 years, and
that project may have to be fund-
ed by a bond sale, said Mr.
Sweeney.

More than 80% of the new
budget is earmarked for bridge
maintenance and preservation.
Bridge operations, which include
such projects, are completely
funded by tolls and investment
income. The investment income
be about $1.2 million in 2008,
said Mark Haas, the state chief
deputy treasurer, who attended
the meetings and overseas invest-
ments for the MBA. But he noted
that as the MBA eats into its
investment funds, the $1.2 mil-
lion earned each year from those
funds also will drop.

“We have tried to keep what-
ever expenditures that we have
control over, such as labor, to a
minimum,” said Mike Litzner,
the chief financial officer at the
bridge, in presenting the $22.4
million budget for 2008.
“Purchasing, such as office sup-

plies, we keep within the gover-
nor’s directives.”

“We face three challenges to
look at in 2008, and in the 20-
year projections,” said Mr.
Wikol, who is chairman of the
finance committee. With upcom-
ing budget deficits, the MBA can
either cut expenses, raise rev-
enues, which is difficult in the
declining traffic environment, he
said, or look at a combination of
both.

“I think, sooner or later we are
going to have to address a combi-
nation of both,” he said.

Fare increases  are not being
contemplated at this time, how-
ever, Mr. Gnodtke told The St.
Ignace  News.

“There have been no discus-
sions of fare increases in the
Fares, Fees, and Classifications
Committee,” he said, “and no
meetings are scheduled in the
immediate future.”

He added, however, “At some
point, we will have to find addi-
tional revenue. Nothing is off the
table.” 

Possible funding options
include seeking a direct appropri-

ation from the legislature, receiv-
ing a subsidy from the Michigan
Department of Transportation,
tapping Federal Highway funds,
and issuing revenue bonds. 

Traffic crossing the Mackinac
Bridge has dropped 16.3%
between 1999 and 2006, said Mr.
Sweeney. Over the seven-year
period, the average annual
decline is 2.51%, equating to
114,801 fewer vehicles making
the crossing annually. At its peak
in 1999, a record 4,936,417 vehi-
cles crossed the link between the
upper and lower peninsulas,
while in 2006, 4,132,810 vehi-
cles made the trip.

If traffic patterns continue,
Mr. Sweeney said, the MBA will
see a $350,000 drop in revenue in
2007.

A decline in state population
and higher gas prices have
reduced travel on roads leading
to the bridge, said Kirk Steudle,
director of the Michigan De-
partment of Transportation. Mr.
Steudle gave a report to MBA on
state travel trends and bridge traf-
fic from 2005 to 2006.

“It appears as though people

are traveling,” he said. “They just
aren’t traveling very far.”

Between 1998 and 2006, the
two key roadways leading to the
bridge, US-127 south of M-55
and I-75 north of M-55, show a
sharp decline in traffic.

“What we’re seeing at the
Mackinac Bridge,” he said, “I
don’t think we expect to see a
turnaround [in traffic volume]
anytime soon. It’s a long-term
trend.”
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• LIVE ENTERTAINMENT •

FRIDAY AND SATURDAY

Live Bands
SUNDAY

Employee Appreciation
with DJ Brevin

MONDAY

Heels & Hairspray
TUESDAY

Folk Rock Legend Kurt Straus
WEDNESDAY -  Killer Karaoke

THURSDAY - Thirsty Throw Back

Welcome Back Summer Friends!

Happy Hour 4-6 - $2 Bottle • $2 Well
OPEN TIL 2 A.M. • 906-847-8255

SERVING BREAKFAST LUNCH, DINNER 
& LATE NIGHT MENU 7 DAYS A WEEK

Sunday Brunch 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Breakfast Everyday 8-11 a.m. Only $5

10 a.m. Coffee Break
$1 Coffee & FREE Pastries

PARTY AT THE IRISH PUB
EVERY NIGHT WITH

Resort Photography
Toll-Free  (866) 841-1500 • resortphoto.com

Photographers Rob Jerstrom, Tina Jones and  Amy Tatrow

Professional Photographers of America
THE WORLD’S GREAT STORYTELLERS.

Viking Boat Harbor

1121 Islington Rd.
Cedarville 

906-484-3303
www.vikingboatharbor.com

90 YEARS OF SERVICE
On Beautiful 

Cedarville Bay
SPECIALIZING IN...

Diesel & I/O

Full-Service Marina

Horse Corral Mall on Main Street  (906) 847-6144

Peace Frogs
Featuring...

PATRICK M. SHANNON
ATTORNEY AT LAW

MACKINAC ISLAND

906-847-8139
906-847-8140 Fax

SAULT STE. MARIE

906-632-4706
Fax 906-635-1724

P.O. Box 503, Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783
P.O. Box 1901, Mackinac Island, MI 49757
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Bridge Officials Seek To Shore up Flaws in Token System

Nature
Notes

By 
Patricia Martin

Goldenrods Are Indication That Summer Is Winding Down

Goldenrod
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