
By Karen Gould
The U.S. Postal Service will

replace a wooden fence with
another wood fence in front of
the post office, after the
Mackinac Island Planning
Commission balked at letting
the agency erect a vinyl fence.

At the planning commission
meeting Tuesday, May 15,
Postmaster Debra Fisher said the
white fence has dry rot and is too
expensive to repaint each year,
and she sought the board’s sup-
port to install a vinyl fence in its
place. Deeming the plastic fence
inappropriate in the Market
Street historic district, commis-
sioners rejected the plan.

Since the meeting, Mrs.
Fisher told the Town Crier
Thursday, May 17, Gaylord
postal officials have approved
the building of a new wooden
fence.

“We try to do what we can,”
she said. “We want to cooperate
with the city’s wishes.”

The U.S. Postal Service owns
the vinyl-sided building and the
city owns the land, which is
leased by the federal govern-
ment for $1 a year. The 50-year
lease, signed August 12, 1958, is
up for renewal in 2009.

Although the post office
sought city input, approval is not
required to change the fencing,
said City Attorney Tom

Evashevski at Tuesday’s meet-
ing.

“They can do it,” he said.
“The fence we have out there

is now dry rotting, pieces are
falling off, the top pickets are
coming off,” Mrs. Fisher told
commissioners.

While she cannot get Post
Office approval for the $1,500
needed to repaint the fence year-
ly, she said, the vinyl fence
would solve the budget and
maintenance problem. 

“With Mackinac Island as a
National Historic Landmark,”
said Commissioner Trish
Martin, “one of the big concerns
is vinyl going up everywhere. I
don’t think right in the middle of
town is a really good place.”

Ms. Martin asked the post-

master to relay to postal officials
in Gaylord the community’s
concern that the vinyl fence is
not appropriate for the area.

“There is a possibility we
could lose our National Historic
Landmark status over time,” Ms.
Martin said. “I don’t think we
need to contribute to changing
property any more than we have
to.”

Ms. Martin’s disapproval of
the vinyl fence was supported by
fellow commissioners Lee
Finkel and Mary Dufina.

“I can’t see a vinyl fence,
either,” said Mrs. Dufina.

Built in 1959, the Post Office
is between the Stuart House,
built in 1817, and the former
medical center building, con-
structed in 1956.
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For Mail Order service call 906-847-3530
www.Murdicks.com

What More Can We Say?
The Original on Mackinac Island Since 1887

Dear Murdick’s,

Its been a long winter without Murdick’s Fudge! 

Please send me your mail order information for 

this summer. I enclosed a self-addressed envelope.

Looking forward to your fudge,
Beth Grey

Mr. Hager   (321) 751-4044
M.O., VISA/MC, Checks, Paypal, Gold or Silver Accepted

VACATION NEXT TO THE 
GRAND HOTEL GOLF COURSE

2 doors off the 17th hole of the Woods golf course, short walk to
lunch or dinner at the Woods or Stonecliffe Manor 

restaurants, private setting. Two story 3 bedroom, 2-1/2 bath 
& Jacuzzi, sleeps up to nine. Less than a mile from town. 

One month minimum rental, choose your month. List your
rental on our web site for better results.

WEB SITE: mackinacislandrental.com

Licensed Insured

CRYDERMAN
BUILDERS, INC.

~ Jeff Cryderman ~

New Homes • Remodeling • Garages
Additions • Roofing • Siding

ST. IGNACE (906) 643-7437

115 Elliot Street
St. Ignace

(906) 643-9595
Monday - Friday 8 to 5

Grand Hotel
Daily entertainment at the following venues:
Lunch Buffet – Live piano 12-2 p.m.
Afternoon Tea – Classical Harp 3:30-5 p.m.
Cupola Bar – Piano Bar 5:30-7:30 and 8:30-11 p.m.
Jockey Club – Piano Bar 6-10 p.m.
Woods – Live Piano 6-10 p.m.
Main Dining Room – Live Jazz 6-9 p.m.
Demitasse – Parlor/Classical Harp 8-9:30 p.m.
Terrace Room – Grand Hotel Orchestra 9:30-11:30
p.m.

Mission Point Resort
Nightly piano music in The Eupicurean, 6-10 p.m.
with John Kissane Tuesday-Sunday and Marylin Putz
on Mondays.
Bistro on the Greens:
May 25-27 …..Angela Predhomme

Horn's Gaslight Bar and Grill
Nightly entertainment begins at 10 p.m.
May 25-26 ….. Trickey Dickey
May 27-28 …..Chip Christy
May 29 ….. DJ Night with Brevin
May 30-31 …..Aaron Vaughn

The Gate House
Nightly entertainment begins at 10 p.m.
May 25-26 …..Solstice
May 27 …..Karaoke 
May 28 …..Eighties Ladies
May 29 …..Jazz Night

The Pink Pony
All entertainment tentatively begins at 9:30 p.m.
May 25-27 …..Myk Rise
May 28 ....Michelle Chenard
May 29 …..Pete Kehoe
May 30-31 …..Myk Rise

Patrick Sinclair's Irish Pub
Entertainment from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m.
May 25-26 …..Shanandoah
May 30 …..Karaoke Night
May 31 …..Seventies Night

Lilac Tree Hotel
May 25-26 …..Comedian Stu Stuart, 9 p.m.

ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE
MAY 25 - 31

New Fence Planned at Post Office

Postal officials had wanted to replace the wooden fence with a vinyl fence in front of the 1959
post office on Market Street, but planning commissioners balked at the idea because it is in a
historic district. The fence will remain wood.


