
Mission Church is among
five historic Mackinac Island
buildings that will open to the
public for the season Saturday,
June 9. Operated by Mackinac
State Historic Parks (MSHP),
the buildings may be entered
free of charge with a Fort
Mackinac admission ticket or
with a separate ticket priced at
$5 for adults, $3 for youth, and
free for children younger than 5. 

Mission Church was con-
structed in 1829 and 1830 by
the congregation of the
Reverend William Ferry, a
Presbyterian missionary. Now
restored to its original appear-
ance, it may be visited daily

from noon to 4 p.m. Mission
Church is on Main Street, east
of the Island’s marina.

To the northwest of the mari-
na is Market Street, where John
Jacob Astor reestablished his
American Fur Company after
the War of 1812 and turned the
Island into an important hub of
the fur trade in the upper Great
Lakes. MSHP has preserved
four buildings along this his-

toric street, including the
American Fur Company Store
and Dr. Beaumont Museum,
McGulpin House, Biddle
House, and the Benjamin
Blacksmith Shop.

These buildings feature his-
torical interpreters in authentic
costumes as well as exhibits and
period furnishings. They will be
open to the public daily from 11
a.m. to 6 p.m.

study film. He has produced
several short films, including
"Dogs of War," starring some of
the students at the school.

Miss Kamphuis, in her vale-
dictory address, spoke about
important transitions in life,
reflecting on the past, always
enjoying the present, and antici-
pating the future. With the love
from her family and dedication
from her teachers, she said, she
was able to become more confi-
dent and more of an individual,
which will help her in the future.

She presented a gift to school
secretary Barb Fisher, because
she said Mrs. Fisher was always
the one who took her under her
wing, gave her encouragement,
pushed her when it was needed,
and helped to facilitate her
growth as a young woman.

Mr. Porter spoke about histo-
ry and how it can teach a lot
about attitude. History, he told
the graduates, helps answer the
question, “What do I want to
make of my life?” 

In another Churchill quote,
he said, “We make a living by
what we get, but we make a life
by what we give.”

Scholarship awards went out
to the students as well. Miss
Kamphuis received the Little
Stone Church scholarship and
the John Franks scholarship,
while Mr. Roguska was awarded
the Stella King scholarship and
the Boys of Mackinac scholar-

ship.
School Board President Ben

Mosley distributed the diplomas
to the two graduates.

Following commencement,
the community celebrated in the
multi-purpose room, where pho-
tographs of the graduates, cake,
and other refreshments were
enjoyed.

"She's my baby," said
Kristina Kamphuis' mother,
Karen Weersing. "It's been a
special year for her and I'm
proud of her, and I wish her all
the best. She's taken on a lot of
different projects this year. She
worked hard in volleyball. This
has been a really big growth
year for her."

Her father, Kirk Kamphuis,
said he appreciates the school's
ability to work closely with the
students.

"It sounds like they are more
one-on-one with the kids," he
said. "They get more attention
and that gives them the opportu-
nity to achieve a lot more."

For Miss Kamphuis, gradua-
tion isn’t going to be a departure
from the school on Mackinac
Island.

"I am probably going to
come back really soon and help
Barb," she said. "I like how
everyone is friends and every-
one knows each other. I just
really like this place."

Commencement, she said,
gave her a chance to reflect on
her life at the school.

"The whole ceremony

allowed me to remember how
many people helped me in the
past and what's going to happen
in the future," she said. "It's a lot
of emotions all at once."

Mr. Roguska, on the other
hand, is ready for the freedom of
summer and everything that
comes with college. He will be
back to visit, especially for grad-
uations, but he is ready for the
future.

"It's definitely hitting me," he
said of graduation. "I'm pretty
excited. That's got to be pretty
obvious. I'm just really looking
forward to relaxing and not hav-
ing a care in the world for a lit-
tle while, then I'll start working.
I will probably take the first
week to just do kind of my own
thing."

To him, the significance of a
graduation ceremony is that it
promotes family.

"For me, it's bringing your
family and friends together,
that's what's important to me
about all of this," he said.

Mr. Roguska's parents know
that he will be successful, but
both his father and mother don't
know where the time went.

"My wife and I were sitting
in the front row commenting
about how fast time has gone,"
Randy Roguska said. "From the
day he was born, I can remem-
ber extreme details from that
day. Nursing him when he was
small, I said to my wife, 'The
year 2007 is way out there.
Wow, that's the year he is going
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*Continued from page 1 to graduate.’"
As far as his movie-making

goes, the skills were inspired by
his mother, who has worked in
the television production busi-
ness.

“She has that eye for the
camera and we, of course, pur-
chased a video camera when
Scott was born,” said Scott’s
father. “We've always had one in
the house, and he took a liking
to it at an early age.

“I'm proud of what he's
accomplished, I'm excited to see
what doors open for him. He's
really going to do some great
things."

Scott's mother, Christine,
says he really does have a knack
for film production, and that's
not just because she is his moth-
er.

"He definitely has a passion
for his film-making," she said.
"He displays a vision that is
truly incredible. Although I am
just his mom, I have experience
in TV production, and I can tell
he sees the whole story before
picking up the camera and
shooting it. He has a gift and I
hope he is able to expand on that
gift."

Dr. Schrock continued his
praise of the graduates at the
party.

"I'm proud of the fact that
they are self starters," he said.
"Scott has his thing about film
and Kristi's got her thing about
developing her own business.
You don't have to light a fire
under them. They are hard
working; they have a great work
ethic."

The superintendent predicts a
bright future for both graduates.

"I think someday we'll know
him well," he said of Mr.
Roguska. "I wasn't joking when
I said that during the ceremony.
Whether he'll be in film produc-
tion or TV production, he'll be
great."

Of Miss Kamphuis, he noted,
"Academically, she stands head
and shoulders above the crowd.
She's a very studious individual,
very conscientious, and always
applies herself. I've seen her
challenged by a physics prob-
lem and just go after it to get the
answer. She has this type of
dogged determination. There is
no quit to her. It's like what Phil
Porter was saying tonight,
'Never, never, never, never,
never give up.' She fits that per-
fectly."

In a one-word exercise, he
described Mr. Roguska as “cre-
ative” and Miss Kamphuis as
“focused.”

Focused Scholar, Creative Filmmaker Earn Diplomas in Mackinac Island Class

Historic Downtown Sites Open for Season

Michael Straus of Okemos
has been appointed by Mayor
Margaret Doud to the
Mackinac Island Planning
Commission. He replaces
Franc Doud, who resigned
from the board last fall. Mr.
Straus will complete Mr.
Doud’s appointment, which
runs to May 2009.

The next planning commis-
sion is Tuesday, June 12, at 3
p.m.

Straus To Serve 
on Planning
Commission


