
By Sean Ely
Since 1990, Richard and Jane

Manoogian have displayed
pieces of their vast collection of
paintings at Grand Hotel, and this
year, the viewers of the exhibit,
"Someone in Time," are not the
only ones doing the observing.

Dozens of pairs of eyes peer
right back. 

Mr. Manoogian chose por-
traits to illustrate this year’s
theme, “Someone in Time,” a
take-off of the popular motion
picture filmed on Mackinac
Island. Most of the portraits were
painted in late 1800s and early
1900s and represent a person,
group of people, or an animal.
Portraits, he said, usually show
what the subject looks like, while
revealing an aspect of their per-
sonality.

"We tried to pick pictures of
people we thought might come to
Grand Hotel 100 years ago," said
Mr. Manoogian, a resident of the
West Bluff and chairman and
CEO of Masco Corporation, one
of the world's largest manufactur-
ers of brand-name consumer

products for the home and family.
"That was sort of the theme of all
the pictures this year. We chose
the picture of the boy and girl for
the cover of our brochure
because they look very
Victorian."

That specific portrait, "Interior
with Children," is 42.5 inches by
46.5 inches and was painted with
oil on canvas by American artist
Seymour Guy in 1883.

Mr. Manoogian, when select-
ing the portraits for this year’s
showing, wanted viewers to be
able to stare at the portraits and
let their imaginations roam. He
envisions the subjects rocking in
a chair on the long Grand Hotel
porch, strolling in Tea Garden, or
playing a game of chase on the
hotel lawn.

The largest, at 89 inches by 72
inches, "Portrait of the Three
Cobb Sons" by Theodore E. Pine,
drew much attention at an open-
ing reception for the exhibit
Sunday evening, June 3. The fas-
cinating element is the detail in
the children's faces.

"I walked into this room the

other day when it was first hung
up and I was amazed," Mrs.
Manoogian said, who had never
seen the painting. "I call it the
wow factor."

The Manoogian collection,
primarily by American artists, is
extensive, with hundreds of
paintings on loan around the
world.

"He has pictures at the White
House that Mr. and Mrs. Bush
have personally chosen," said
Gene Gargaro, an executive at
MASCO Corporation and advi-
sor for Mr. Manoogian's paint-
ings. "There are some in the
national gallery in Washington,
D.C. , in the State Department in
Washington, in different muse-
ums throughout the country, and
in the Detroit Institute of Arts,
which is one of his favorite
places to display his artwork.

Mr. Manoogian’s true passion
lies in sharing his works of art
with those who will appreciate
them.

"My mother loved art, but I'm

a big collector," he said. "I collect
a lot of different things, and the
fun for me is finding things and
then collecting them. Over the
years, I've put together collec-
tions of American Indian art,
American silver, furniture, a lot
of which we don't have anymore,
but I just like building collec-
tions. The fun for me is the find-
ing and the sharing aspect of it."

Grand Hotel, he said, is a per-
fect place for his paintings.

"I think the fun of it is hanging
it at Grand Hotel, because the
hotel was built about the same
time that a lot of these paintings
were painted, and we live in a
house that was done at about the
same time as well, so it almost
makes you think that you're back
100 years ago, with the subjects
and the people in the pictures,"
Mr. Manoogian said.

Mrs. Manoogian agrees.
"The first time I ever walked

into the hotel in the early ’80s, I
looked around and I said, ‘I wish
we could hang our paintings in
this hotel, from all the same era,
because they would look really
pretty,’” she said. "One thing led
to another and we ended up buy-
ing a house here and the paintings
just kind of found their way to the
hotel. It's been 18 years since we
started coming."

"It's a very generous and mag-

nanimous gesture of the
Manoogians to come and do this
here every year, and we're hon-
ored and delighted and pleased to
have them here," said R. Daniel
Musser, Jr., the hotel’s chairman.
"The opening is always an enjoy-
able evening, and the art show is
like a start of the season for
Mackinac. It's a very good kick-
off to the beginning of the sea-
son."

The Mackinac Island exhibit
is, indeed, special, Mrs.
Manoogian said, and of all the
exhibits they sponsor, they look
forward most to the one here on
Mackinac.

"This is my favorite event
because we all get together, and
we haven't seen each other in
such a very long time." Mrs.
Manoogian said. "We love doing
it as long as the Mussers love us
doing it. We will always be here,
we love it."

"Mackinac is lucky to have
the Manoogians here, after all
they have done for this island,"
Mr. Musser said. "We should all
be thanking them every day. The
art show is an amazing addition,
because if they didn't come, we'd
never have any art of this caliber
hanging on the walls. No hotel
would have that caliber of art. We
are just honored and pleased and
delighted to have them."
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Yankee Rebel Tavern
Serving Lunch 11 am-4 pm, Dinner 5 pm-11 pm 

"Regional American Comfort Cuisine"
For Lunch try our homemade soups, one of the 

delicious entree size salads, hot pot-roast sandwich with
french fries or other wonderful sandwiches and wraps! 

For Dinner try our “Famous Yankee Pot Roast, 
Chicken Puff Pastry, a 12 oz. Char-broiled Pork Chop, 

Pistachio Crusted Whitefish, and the local’s favorite 
Rebel Back Ribs with sweet potato fries!

Also! For the children we offer a special lunch
and dinner menu. 

"For dessert try our award winning Chocolate Bread
Pudding with a fresh cup of Starbuck's coffee!"

1493 Astor Street  (906) 847-6249  www.yankeerebeltavern.com

Outstanding wine selection by the
glass or a full Captain’s list of bottles

The Yankee
Rebel was voted
by MI readers

“As best hidden
secret in 
Northern
Michigan”

Customer Satisfaction: “The food and service was great! 10 out
of 10! ”     Monona, WI

For Mail Order Service Call 906-847-3530
www.Murdicks.com

What More Can We Say?
The Original on Mackinac Island Since 1887

Dear Murdick’s,
Please send me some more order

forms for future orders. Your fudge
is awesome!

Thank you very much,
Susie Ralston

Reinette P. Murray 
Sales Associate

906-430-0309
or

906-430-0308

Stonecliffe Manor #3  Lot #28
Secluded scenic building lot for
those who prefer a private setting
for their new home!  Walk to the
lake from this unique building site!
REDUCED! $68,900

Stonecliffe Manor Lot #10
Beautiful lot overlooking Grand
Hotel, Woods Golf Course. $79,900

Great Housing Opportunity!
Fully furnished with partial
water view. Perfect family
home or as investment for
bed  and  breakfast. $285,000

ST. IGNACE

Dazzling view of the Straits
of Mackinac from this
unique 4 BD, 2.5 BA home
with extra large garage with
work area, in small, quiet
subdivision. 260 Hillcrest
Blvd. $191,300

ST. IGNACE

murrayrealtylc.com

e-mail: lucy48154@yahoo.com

"Murray Realty offers not only excellent service 
but the highest level of honesty and integrity."

‘Someone In Time’ Exhibit Captures Life at Turn of the Century

Richard and Jane Manoogian in front of Three Cobb Sons, a portrait painted in 1876 by
Theodore E. Pine. This year’s display at Grand Hotel has the theme, "Someone in Time," with
portraits depicting people who could have been guests at the hotel from the late 1880s to the
early 1900s.


