
By Sean Ely
At the end of the academic

year, the Lakers of Mackinac
Island Public School cut loose
for their last physical education
class. On field day, Thursday,
May 31, students from kinder-
garten to seventh grade compet-
ed in more than a dozen activi-
ties and challenges, organized by
physical education teacher Mary
Patay. The miniature games
require hard work, determina-
tion, patience, and teamwork,
and students from eighth to 11th
grade helped out, once they
completed their final examina-
tions for the day.

The excitement was en-
hanced by the beginning of sum-
mer recess.

"We're not in school!" was
the simultaneous shout from
seventh grader Anthony Rickley,
sixth grader Louis Clark, and

fifth grader Colton Fisher, when
asked what they love most about
the day.

"Our kids really have earned
this," said Superintendent Roger
Schrock. "They worked hard
during the year, so they definite-
ly deserve this. It's a little treat,
and seeing them work together
in the team-type fashion with all
of the teamwork activities is just
wonderful. They have actually
been competing with one anoth-
er as a team. This really bodes
well for the future."

Activities included shot put
throw, shoe toss, human knot,
hula hoop race, three-legged
race, wheelbarrow race, water
and bucket relay, football throw,
golf putt, soccer goal, three-
point shot, lacrosse shot, and
survivor challenges. 

Certain students couldn't stop
talking about how much fun the
three-legged race was, even
hours after the event had fin-
ished.

"It was a lot of fun to do the
three-legged race," fourth grader
Kyra Kolatski said. "When we
did it, my partner and I went
really fast and did great. But, for
the five-legged race, we all tum-
bled and fell to the ground."

Fifth grader Adrienne
Rilenge and sixth grader Hailey
Bean liked being partners in the
wheelbarrow race, where one
student runs on their hands while
their legs are being held by the
other student.

Nicholas Davis, a first grader,
explained how the water and
bucket relay was the most fun,
because teams of students had to

fill a cup with water with a
spoon, running 20 yards across
the field to get each spoonful.

Amelia Roe's most enjoyable
moment was as the goalie in the
soccer shoot-out, stopping shots
fired by her friends. She liked
taking the shots, too.

The event that was talked
about the most was the tarp turn,
in which teams stood on a tarp
while turning it over on the other
side. They had to start over if a
teammate stepped off the tarp. It
took incredible teamwork, but
the younger students caught on
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MACKINAC ISLAND ORDERS
We are happy to offer service to Mackinac Island.

Here is how to order:
1. Phone your order to our new Mackinac Island Line

847-7323 and pay via Credit or Debit Card, 
or other arrangements.

2. We will package your order and
deliver it to the Ferry Line you choose.

3. All you have to do is pick it up at the Island dock.

F IREHOUSE BURGER • BACON MUSHROOM SWISS DELUXE • DOUBLE BACON CHEDDAR MUSHROOM MELT • BACON DOUBLE CHEESEBURGER • PATTY MELT • QUARTER POUND BURGER 
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ANDARIN CHICKEN W

ALNUT • HAW
AIIAN SALAD • CRISPY CHICKEN SALAD • SIDE SALAD

G IANT GRILLED CHEESE SANDWICH • G IANT BLT • G IANT PHILLY • CRISPY CHICKEN WRAP • GRILLED CHICKEN WRAP • CHICKEN EXTREME • BUFFALO CHICKEN SANDWICH • CHICKEN SANDWICH DELUXE

395 N. State Street, ST. IGNACE  643-9115
See our whole menu online at www.firehousegrill.us

7 Days 11 a.m.–9 p.m.
(Refer To Your Ferry Schedule)

Firehouse Grill

We have already enjoyed many successful Island deliveries!
Most of our menu items travel well, however french fries do not. 

CHOOSE FROM:
Mexican Menu

Specialty Hotdogs
Salads

Firehouse Famous
Fried Chicken

Burgers, Sandwich, & Wraps
Side Items

Family Deals

BIRKENSTOCK
On Astor Street - Across from The Mustang

906•847•6065

MACKINAC
®

Inserts for your shoes...
On Your Feet All Day?

BOOK SIGNING

Sat., June 9th

7:00 - 8:30 PM
Mackinac Bridge - 

A 50 Year Chronicle by 

Mike Fornes

Magazines
Newspapers
Bestsellers

www.islandbookstore.com
mackinac@bignetnorth.net

In the
Lilac
Tree
Mall

847-6202
Mackinac

Island

This is the same author that wrote
USCGC Mackinaw

Students during the school's end-of-the-year field day tie a human knot, then race to untan-
gle themselves without letting go of each other's hands. From left, counter-clockwise: Maggie
Chambers, Christopher Riggs, Sierra Kompsi, Hailey Armstrong, Marie Bunker, Dana
Roguska, Michi Mullings, Christian Styburski, and Adrienne Rilenge.

quickly.
"The younger kids were actu-

ally watching the older kids fig-
ure it out, and then they copied
exactly what they did," the
superintendent said. "There is a
learning point there. You could
definitely say that our younger
kids do watch what the older
kids do."

Witnessing the excitement
and getting to see the children
use their specific talents was a
delight for Ms. Patay.

"I really enjoy doing this,"
she said. "I love seeing them
have fun and use different skills
that they've learned. They like it
a lot, and I know they have a
good time doing all of this."

Visiting Mackinac Island for the last eight years, Dan and
Nancy Purdy of Crest Hill, Illinois, made their first of two 2007
planned Island trips Wednesday, June 6. They will be back
again in August. “We enjoy it so much,” said Mr. Purdy. They
have been counting the days all year in anticipation of the June
visit, said Mrs. Purdy. Friends ask why they continue to return
and not try a new place, she said. They return because “we love
it here,” said Mr. Purdy. “It grows on you.” 

Purdys Say Island Draws Them Back


