
from the plants that live in other
parts of the southeastern quarter
of Mackinac Island.

It was not possible for the
Fort Mackinac soldiers to prac-

tice sharpshooting during times
of the year when tourists were
enjoying free access to the
National Park. I’ve not found
any explicit rules and instruc-
tions; everything seems to have

been done informally.
Mackinac Island’s chief tourism
destination, Grand Hotel, was
controlled by the New York
Central and Pennsylvania
Railroads, which had close ties

to the administration of
President Benjamin Harrison
(1889-93). June was informally
set aside for sharpshooting and
other field exercises that could-
n’t be performed in the pres-
ence of wandering travelers.       

By and large, the cottagers
didn’t mind. June weather was-
n’t as warm then as it is now,
and many of the cottagers had
built their new summer homes
for health reasons, as well as
comfort. Mosquito-borne ill-
nesses and autoimmune prob-
lems such as “hay fever” were
worse in July and August, when
the summer people had free
access to the Island. Many of
the older cottages were built on
land leased from the National
Park, in which the cottagers
promised to obey all of the
National Park’s rules. These
rules included keeping out of
the Army’s way.

After 1895, there was no rea-
son for the tourists to avoid
Mackinac Island in June any
longer. The soldiers had shoul-
dered their rifles and marched
off to a new posting. Old habits
laid down during the so-called
“Golden Era” of Victorian trav-
el to Mackinac Island died hard.
The Great Lakes steamships
that carried many of the Island’s
visitors had gotten into the cus-
tom of stopping at Mackinac
during certain months and not
stopping during other months,

and Grand Hotel had estab-
lished its operations on a 60-
day schedule.   

Cottagers continued to put
off coming up to Mackinac
Island, often not arriving until
early July. Young Lorna
Puttkammer, born in 1933,
recalls a typical schedule of
those days. With two sets of
grandparental relatives on the
Island and in lower Michigan,
she would often spend the first
one-third of her summers in
South Haven, and the second
two-thirds on the Island.       

Island business people
worked hard during the first
half of the 1900s to lengthen the
Island’s visitation season and
encourage more people to come
in June. Slowly, the season
grew longer, but the Great
Depression and World War II
disrupted these efforts. It was
not until after the war that
Islander Stella King, founder of
the Mackinac Island Medical
Center, organized the Island’s
Lilac Parade in early June.
Mackinaw City also developed
its early summer festival, Fort
Michilimackinac Days, at this
time, and for much the same
reasons.  

These festivals gave birth to
their desired results. Slowly at
first, then in a big jump in the
1960s, Island visitation in June
grew toward the levels enjoyed
today.     
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MACKINAC ISLAND REALTY
Located on Historic Market Street, Downtown, Mackinac Island
906-847-6483 • Fax 906-847-3555 • www.mackinacislandrealty.com

Bill Borst, Owner/Broker
bearborst@yahoo.com • Cell 906-430-0831

SURREY RIDGE CONDOS

Unit #3 - Immaculate,  furnished
upper end condo w/ 3 BR’s, finished
loft, 2 baths. $325,000
Unit #6 -Lower end unit, 2 BR. 2 bath, Pergo
flooring, furnished.         Reduced! $289,900
Unit #7 - 1200 sq. ft. furnished 3 BR,
2 bath Upper end condo $295,000

CONDOS

Sales Associates:
Jim Smith • Dick Coates • Bob Gale • Syndee Borst • Betty Be Dour • Sara Chambers

SANDALWOOD BLDG.- Waterview
condo 2-BRs, 3 baths, good rental
income, fully furnished. $329,000
APPLEWOOD BLDG. - Waterview
Condo 2-BRs, 3 baths, good rental
income, fully furnished.       $349,900
OAKWOOD BLDG. - 1 BR, fully fur-
nished w/ great waterviews, Good
Rental History.REDUCED to $265,000

EAST BLUFF HOME
Charming Historic “Cottage” with
spectacular waterviews!  Fully fur-
nished 4 BR, 3 baths, enclosed front
screen porch. Reduced $999,950

ISLAND HOMES VACANT LOTS

3 BR, 1 bath home close to town, w/
guest house, workshop.

Reduced $549,500

23 Years of Successful Experience in Marketing Mackinac Island Real Estate.
If You Are Thinking of Buying or Selling Property on the Island Why Wouldn’t 
You Choose the Company with the Most Inventory And Proven Track Record?

WOODS GOLF COURSE
17th Fairway Home with Waterviews
close to Airport.  4 BR’s, 3 baths, fire-
place, full basement & wrap-around
deck, furnished.                 $649,000

Portage Street Apartments-St.
Ignace - Home with 3 apts. Located
2 blocks from town. Ready to move
in. Great rental history. Priced at
$169,900.

Ideally located small cottage near
the Grand Hotel, furnished.
$375,000.

Commercial Buildings 
Large parcel of commercial property
with 2 buildings in the Downtown
District. Very rare opportunity to own
commercial real estate on Mackinac
Island.  Listed ad $1,250,000

TRILLIUM HEIGHTS
Furnished home on Lot #8 -  3 BR’s,
2-1/2 baths, wrap-around deck at
end of cul-de-sac on nicely wooded
lot. $498,000

STONEBROOK
Home on Lot #8 featuring 4 BR’s, 3
baths, hot tub, gas fireplace w/ limited
waterviews, furnished.   $749,000

Charming Victorian home, complete-
ly furnished, near 17th hole at Woods
Golf Course with 3 BRs, 2-1/2 baths,
Jacuzzi, covered porches.  Priced to
sell at $459,000

TRILLIUM HEIGHTS HOME
3 BR, 1 bath, full basement, wrap-
around deck. $388,000

SUMMER HOUSE SUITES 
at Stonecliffe Resort 

Quartershares & Full Ownership.
Elegantly decorated, some water-
views, rental income potential.  

Prices starting at 
$49,900 to $249,500

On Bogan Lane, 1 street off main.
Built in early 1900s, 20 BRs, full
basement, claw tubs, AC, living quar-
ters and apt. Rare business oppor-
tunity  for $2,200,000.

PINE COTTAGE B & B

SWAN COTTAGE
Custom built, elegantly furnished
golf course home overlooking pond
on the 12th hole, 4 BR, 3-1/2 baths,
spacious decks, basement, garage.

Asking $895,000

EAST HARBOR CONDO
Close to town, 3 BR, 2 1/2 baths, fully
furnished. $649,000

ROWE TERRACE CONDOS
2 condos - Excellent downtown loca-
tion, 3 BR, 1 bath, 1300 sq. ft. 

$329,000 & $359,000

STONECLIFFE MANOR GOLF
COURSE COMMUNITY

Beautifully wooded homesites
located on the Woods Golf Course
at Stonecliffe Resort. Featuring lots
of various sizes; also included are
city water, sewer, electricity, and
telephone. Starting at $59,900

WOODBLUFF SUBDIVISION
Nicely Wooded 2 with Waterviews. Near

Woods. Golf Course & Stonecliffe.
Lot 14-$120,000       Lot 15-$135,000
Lot 25-$315,000        Lot 37-$299,000
Lot 21-$119,900

TRILLIUM HEIGHTS LOT -  
Approximately 1 mile from town
close to Jewel Golf Course and
Turtle Park. Lot #3  $119,900 
Lot #11  $95,900  Lot #24  $79,900

FOREST BLUFF, FOREST
RIDGE & FOREST BROOK

Semi-wooded homesites located on
the West Side of Island overlooking
Lake Huron, Bridge & Straits.

OFF ISLAND

COMMERCIAL

Private Waterfront Lot, pproxi-
mately 2 Miles West of Town Near

Stonebrook. $350,000

Off-Island Lake Michigan Water-
front Lot - Beautiful lot, 17 miles
West of St. Ignace in the Wildwood
Sub. 100 ft.X 250 ft., nice sandy
beach, very nicely wooded, and sits
atop of a bank.  Great views and very
private area.   $133,000.00

STONECLIFFE CONDOS

WANT ADS •  SERVICES
REAL ESTATE

CHECK OUT OUR NEW web-
based equestrian education dis-
tance learning programs at
www.sandersonstables.com.

LOST: SONY DIGITAL camera in
black carrying case with several
memory sticks in the area of the
Island House Hotel. Reward! Phone
269-830-9597.

ELEGANT LAKE MICHIGAN view,
3-bedroom condominium with all
the amenities for great Petoskey liv-
ing. Low $400,000. Phone 231-348-
3704.

STONECLIFFE CONDOMINIUM,
2007 season. Beautiful views of
lake, bridge, and sunsets. Great
summer getaway or management
housing. Condominium can be rent-
ed in 1, 2, or 3 units. Phone 231-
215-0399. Email: maeve-
croghan@earthlink.net. 

MACKINAC ISLAND COTTAGE
for rent near downtown and Grand
golf course. Peaceful location.
Available June 1 to July 4. Phone
248-320-9731.

1-BEDROOM FURNISHED apart-
ment, $350 per month; 2-bedroom
furnished apartment, $450 per
month. Water, sewer, trash service
included. No pets. No smoking.
Deposits and references required.
Phone 906-643-7662.

LAKE VIEW HOTEL Condo-
minium: Mackinac Island’s exclu-
sive downtown resort hotel current-
ly has 5 units available. Rooms with
balconies overlooking our 4-story
atrium-style indoor pool/spa area
starting at $107,900. Rental histo-
ries are available. Phone Ira Green,
Lake View’s broker at 231-301-
1133 or www.imgreen.com.

OFFERED FOR SALE

Anne Cottage 
Mackinac Island

An irreplaceable landmark of Mackinac’s waterfront since 1899,
Anne Cottage is where generations have come together for 
generations. The 35 room estate includes a main residence  
with 9 bedrooms, 7 bathrooms, 4 fireplaces, billiard room,

reception room, library and much more. There is a 3 stall horse
stable with carriage room, tack room, kitchen, bedroom and 2

baths. A furnished caretaker’s cottage has one bedroom,
kitchen, and full bath. Many antique furnishings are included.
Overlooking the yacht harbor, this incomparable Victorian-era

estate is now available.

~ $3,900,000. ~

Contact Scott R. Rausch, REALTOR/OWNER
Rausch & Associates Real Estate • Frankenmuth, Michigan

(989) 652-3238 Office
(989) 529-9671 Cellular

*Continued from page 19

June Was Once an Unpopular Month for Mackinac Island Visitors


