
By Karen Gould
A variance for a proposed

deck in Harrisonville that
would not meet Mackinac
Island’s five-foot setback
requirement was denied by the
Zoning Board of Appeals
(ZBA) Wednesday, June 20,
following a public hearing. The
request was made by Lorma
Kolatski of 2713 Cadotte
Avenue. 

While board member Jason
St. Onge favored the deck con-
struction, six other zoning
board members said they had
safety concerns and based their
decision on the recommenda-
tion of Fire Chief Dennis
Bradley.

In a letter to the ZBA, Mr.
Bradley said, “The setback of
unenclosed structures was to
assure the access for the fire
department to the rear of prop-
erties during emergencies, pro-
vide residents with a means of
egress, and provide a safety
zone between adjacent proper-
ties during a fire emergency.” 

Mr. Bradley also attended
the public hearing, reaffirming
his position on the matter.

“I’m not in favor of vari-
ances,” said Mr. Bradley.
“They [setback requirements]
are there for a reason. In the
past, too many have been
granted.”

Board member Armin
Porter, also a member of the
fire department, said that to
meet variance requirements,
Mrs. Kolatski would lose
approximately 67 square feet
of deck space.

“Sacrificing that for public
safety,” he said, “public safety
triumphs.”

Mr. St. Onge, also a member
of the fire department, support-
ed the request, and later told
the Town Crier that if the vari-
ance request had involved a
building, instead of a deck, he
would have voted against the
construction.

Mrs. Kolatski did not attend
the meeting, although her son-

in-law, Ben Mosley, who is the
property owner, was in atten-
dance.

The property is zoned high
density residential (R-3). The
proposed deck was to be 50
feet long and six feet wide and,
because the house sits on the
lot on an angle, the distance
from the deck to the property
line would vary between three
and one-third feet to five feet.
The city ordinance calls for a
minimum of five feet between
a house and lot line.

Adjacent property owner
Richard Grodecki suggested
the deck could be angled to
keep the required distance to
the property line.

In a ZBA meeting following
the hearing, Mayor Margaret
Doud reminded board mem-
bers of the issues to address
when considering a variance.

Practical difficulties created
by the property owner are not
eligible for a variance, said city
attorney Tom Evashevski, who
pointed out that this is applica-
ble to every variance the board
may consider. 

Under the city’s zoning
ordinance, “No variance in the
provisions or requirements of
this ordinance shall be author-
ized by the board unless the
board finds from reasonable

evidence that all the following
facts and conditions exist:

1. That there are exceptional
or extraordinary circumstances
or conditions applying to the
property in question as to the
intended use of the property
that do not apply generally to
other properties in the same
zoning district.

2. That such variance is nec-
essary for the preservation and
enjoyment of a substantial
property right similar to that
possessed by other properties
in the same zoning district and
in the vicinity. The possibility
of increased financial return
shall not of itself be deemed
sufficient to warrant a vari-
ance.

3. That the authorizing of
such variance will not be of
substantial detriment to adja-
cent property, and will not
materially impair the intent and
purposes of this ordinance or
the public interest.

4. That the condition or situ-
ation of the specific piece of
property, or the intended use of
said property, for which the
variance is sought is not of a
general or recurrent nature as
to make reasonably practicable
the formulation of a general
regulation for such conditions
or situation.”
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Yankee Rebel Tavern
Serving Lunch 11 am-4 pm, Dinner 5 pm-11 pm 

"Regional American Comfort Cuisine"
For Lunch try our homemade soups, one of the 

delicious entree size salads, hot pot-roast sandwich with
french fries or other wonderful sandwiches and wraps! 

For Dinner try our “Famous Yankee Pot Roast, 
Chicken Puff Pastry, a 12 oz. Char-broiled Pork Chop, 

Pistachio Crusted Whitefish, and the local’s favorite 
Rebel Back Ribs with sweet potato fries!

Also! For the children we offer a special lunch
and dinner menu. 

"For dessert try our award winning Chocolate Bread
Pudding with a fresh cup of Starbuck's coffee!"

1493 Astor Street  (906) 847-6249  www.yankeerebeltavern.com

Outstanding wine selection by the
glass or a full Captain’s list of bottles

The Yankee
Rebel was voted
by MI readers

“As best hidden
secret in 
Northern
Michigan”

Now Serving Sushi Three Nights a Week! 
Summer Menu Debuting this Coming Week! 

Please call (906) 847-6249 for more information.

For Mail Order service call 906-847-3530
www.Murdicks.com

What More Can We Say?
The Original on Mackinac Island Since 1887

Dear Staff at Murdick’s Fudge,
My name is Olivia and I am in the sixth grade at Lakeshore Middle School. My class

was just recently on Mackinac Island on May 19-20. 
I am sending you this thank you letter to well, thank you! I want to thank you because
without you guys I don’t think I would have enjoyed my trip to Mackinac Island without
some great fudge from Murdick’s. Of course there are other fudge shops, but from doing
research before we went to Mackinac Island helped because I found out that your com-
pany is the best place to get fudge. I had also heard that your company was better than
the others from neighbors, friends and family that had also recently been to Mackinac
Island.

To conclude, your company has awesome fudge and great service. Without Murdick’s
Fudge, this would not have been the best field trip ever!                

Sincerely,
Alicia

For Women's 
Victorian 

and 
Edwardian styled 

clothing,
the largest selection 
of Victorian styled 

clothing in the world!

Shop online at 
www.recollections.biz 

or call 1-800-452-5925

Grand Hotel
Daily entertainment at the following venues:
Lunch Buffet – Piano 12-2 p.m.
Afternoon Tea – Classical Harp 3:30-5 p.m.
Cupola Bar – Piano Bar 5:30-7:30 and 8:30-11 p.m.
Jockey Club – Piano Bar 6-10 p.m.
Woods – Piano 6-10 p.m.
Main Dining Room – Jazz 6-9 p.m.
Demitasse – Parlor/Classical Harp 8-9:30 p.m.
Terrace Room – Grand Hotel Orchestra 9:30-11:30 p.m.
Gate House – Live music Friday and Saturday, Karaoke
Sundays, Ladies Night Mondays, and Jazz Tuesdays. All
entertainment begins at 9:30 p.m.

Mission Point Resort
Piano music in The Eupicurean, 6-10 p.m. with John
Kissane Tuesday-Sunday and Marylin Putz on Mondays.

Bistro on the Greens:
June 28-30....Angela Predhomme
July 2-7.........John D. Lamb

Horn's Gaslight Bar and Grill
Entertainment begins at 10 p.m.
June 29-30.....Midnight Detour
July 1.............Jamaican DJ Night
July 2-3..........Two Pump Chump
July 4.............Tricky Dickey
July 5.............DJ Night with Brevin

The Pink Pony
Entertainment tentatively begins at 9:30 p.m.
June 29-30.....Myk Rise
July 1.............Michelle Chenard
July 2-3.........Incagnito
July 4-7.........Myk Rise

Patrick Sinclair's Irish Pub
Entertainment from 10 p.m. to 2 a.m.
June 29-30.....Shanan Doah
July 3..….......Kurt Strauss
July 4..….......Karaoke Night
July 5….........Seventies Night

Lilac Tree Hotel
Entertainment begins 9 p.m.
June 28-30.....Stu Stewart, comedian

ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE
JUNE 28 - JULY 7

ZBA Rejects Deck Over Safety Concerns

Pam Finkel, a member of the Mackinac Seven
Plein Aire artist group, painted this portrait of her
daughter, Jane, titled “Jean Jacket.” The work is
part of the Mackinac Seven’s summer show at the
Mackinac Art Gallery in the Murray Hotel. The
showing includes 29 paintings that will be on dis-
play until Saturday, June 30. In this year’s show-
ing are works by Pat Pulte, Nicki Griffith, Kitty
Hannabass, Pam Finkel, and Maeve Croghan.

Art Show Ends June 30


