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Accomplishments Bring Janey Hart Recognmon In Hall of Fame

By Karen Gould

An aviation pioneer, Jane
“Janey” Briggs Hart of Mac-
kinac Island helped to pave the
way for women astronauts in
the United States space pro-
gram, and now she will be rec-
ognized for her work there and
in other leadership roles she
has played in Michigan and in
American history. Mrs. Hart, is
being inducted into the
Michigan Women’s Hall of
Fame Wednesday, October 17,
just three days before her 86th
birthday.

“l am honored that they
would do this,” Mrs. Hart told
the Town Crier Wednesday,
October 3.

Now living on Mackinac
Island year-around, the wife of
the late U.S. Senator Philip
Hart is writing her memoirs, a
project she wishes she had
started 20 years ago. Island life
offers quietness, she said, that
gives her the level of concen-
tration needed for the project.

A leader in aviation history,
as a pilot, Mrs. Hart flew her
husband around the state dur-
ing his political campaigns.
Later, she became the first
woman in Michigan to be
licensed to fly helicopters. In
1961, she was one of 13
women pilots chosen to partic-
ipate in NASA's Mercury 13
program. The program tested
women's capability for space
travel by measuring their abili-

ty to pass the same psychologi-
cal challenges and physical tri-
as placed on male astronauts.
Before the women were
allowed to fly, the program was
abruptly stopped, and Mrs.
Hart, with Mercury 13 member
Jerrie Cobb, urged members of
a Congressional Subcommittee
to included women in the space
program. While the effort was
unsuccessful  then, women
were included in the space pro-
gram about 30 years later.

Mrs. Hart continued to
champion women's rights and
became a founding member of
the National Organization for
Women. As a practicing Cath-
olic, she publicly has opposed
the church’s position on birth
control and its stand on
women’s role in the church.

Sheisaavid sailor, who has
sailed the Port Huron to
Mackinac race 15 times as part
of an al-women crew. She
holds a degree in anthropol ogy
from George Washington
University in Washington, D.C.

Mrs. Hart is committed to
peace and civil rights, and was
once arrested for attending a
Mass for Peace in the
Pentagon, a conviction that
was later overturned.

Mrs. Hart was nominated
for the Michigan Women’'s Hall
of Fame by Mercury 13 mem-
ber Bernice Steadman of Stan-
wood, who was inducted into
the Hall of Fame in 2003.

“Pilot, truck driver, femi-
nist, peace and civil rights
activist, mother of eight, grand-
mother, great-grandmother,
and political celebrity in her
own right,” wrote Mrs.
Steadman. “Add to this expert-
ise in sailing, horse breeding,
and numerous other interests.
These are the hallmarks of a
fully engaged life worthy of
recognition in the Michigan
Women’s Hall of Fame.”

Barbara Brown of St. Ignace
and Lansing will present the
award to Mrs. Hart.

“l am very honored, and
looking forward to the event,”
Ms. Brown said.

More than 100 women were
nominated for the Hall of Fame
this year, said Patricia Mahjer,
assistant director of the
Michigan Women’'s Historical
Center and Hall of Fame.
Judging is a two-tier process,
with eight to 10 inductees cho-
sen each year. Judges come
from across Michigan and rep-
resent the arts, history, educa-
tion, and other areas of expert-
ise.

The Michigan Women's
Historical Center was estab-
lished in 1987 by the Michigan
Women’s Studies Association,
which seeksto improve what is
taught and thought about
Michigan women in history.
Inside the Historical Center are
changing galleries highlighting
women’'s history and art, as

Mackinac Island
Household Hazardous Waste

COLLECTION DAY

Saturday, October 13 + 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
In front of City Hall

Drug and Lab Disposal, Inc. will be here to collect, package, and dispose
of household hazardous waste from our community. Bring your waste
products to the area along side City Hall and qualified technicians will
accept the materials from you. This program is sponsored by the City
and is provided at no additional charge to you.

Some typical items that you'll find around the house and garage are:
KITCHEN/HOUSEHOLD

WORKSHOP/GARDEN

Aerosol Cans - full
Ammonia Cleaners
Nail Care Products
Detergents/Bleach

Paint and Primers

lead based
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Drain and Oven Cleai

latex-water based
enamel-solvent based

Polish (acid and solvent based)
Ji Rug and Upholstery Cleaners
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Llsted above are materials that are exempt from the hazardous waste
regulations when they are used in a private household. Go through
your house and bring unwanted quantities of these items to the City
Hall Saturday, October 13, 2007 for disposal.

Fuels

Cleaning Solvents
Fertilizer/Fungicides
Glue (water and solvent based)
Herbicides/Weedkillers/Insecticides
Moth Balls

Paint Stripper/Thinner
Varnish and Stains
Rodent Poisons

Wood Preservatives
Unknown Chemicals
Gun Cleaning Solvents
Batteries (all varieties)
Antifreeze
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At the St. Ignace City Marina on the deck of her boat, Loon
Feather, with her dog, Rosie, isavid sailor Jane BriggsHart of
Mackinac Island. She is being inducted into the Michigan
Women's Hall of Fame in October. (Photograph by Mike Hart)

well as the Michigan Women's
Hall of Fame, which commem-
orates more than 200 Michigan
women, past and present.

This year’s induction pro-
gram will be held in the
Kellogg Hotel and Conference
Center on the campus of
Michigan State University. The
evening begins at 5 p.m. and

includes a cocktail hour and
dinner before the awards cere-
mony. The event also serves as
a fundraiser for the Hall of
Fame. Tickets cost $125 per
person and are available from
the Michigan Women's His-
torical Center and Hall of
Fame by caling (517) 484-
1880.

|sland Seeks Volunteer of Year

It's time to submit nomina-
tions for Mackinac Island's
Recreation Volunteer of the
Year. Applications can be
turned in a Community Hall
until November 25.

Past recipients include Den-
nis Bradley, the first winner of
the award in 2002, and Dan

Places of
Worship

Ste. Anne’s

Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday — 5:30 p.m.
Sunday — 9 and 11 a.m.

Mackinac Island
Bible Church

A church in the word
Jor all people

Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-week

Service 8 p.m.

all services at
Mission Point Resort Theatre

Watch for our Summer Concerts
& Special Events

Coffee House Friday
9 p.m. to Midnight

Little Stone Church
Union Congregational
Summer Sunday Worship
10:30 a.m.

Thursday Bible Study 1 p.m.
Trinity Episcopal Church Parish Hall
All Are Welcome

Trinity Episcopal

Church

Sunday Holy Eucharist
10:30 a.m.

A Year-Round Presence
on Mackinac Island

Wightman (2003), Candy
Smith (2004), Brenda Bunker
(2005), and Sylvia Perault
(2006).

To nominate a candidate,
pick up a form a Community
Hall on Market Street or call
Leanne Brodeur for more infor-
mation at 847-3853.

Winter Staffing
of Island Police
Reduced by One

During the Public Safety
meeting Friday, September 7,
the committee voted to reduce
the winter staffing levels at
the Mackinac Island Police
Department by one.

This year, the department
will operate with five officers,
rather than six. Interim Police
Chief Jim Marks will patrol
part-time.

“The department will be
able to function and still pro-
vide full services to the com-
munity of Mackinac Island,”
said Chief Marks, adding that
coverage will continue 24
hours a day, seven days a
week. Services include re-
sponding to complaints and
providing senior citizen trans-
portation.

Committee member Jason
St. Onge called for a vote
after suggesting the depart-
ment be reduced to four mem-
bers from January through
March. Armand “Smi” Horn
and Armin Porter voted
against that reduction.

“l feel the pulse of the
community is to try to save
money and keep taxes low,”
Mr. St. Onge, later told the
Town Crier.

“l can't see why we need
five guys in the middle of
January to police 400 people,”
said Mr. St. Onge, who said he
supported the police chief’s
efforts.

Police officers are Jim
Marks, Kenneth Hardy, And-
rew Dziobak, Cory Kaminen,
and Randy Gagnon. The posi-
tion held last year by Police
Lieutenant Pete Komblevitz
will not be filled.



