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Three Projects Declared Hardship Cases, Exempt From Moratorium

By Karen Gould

Three Mackinac Island
building projects were declared
hardship cases by Mackinac
Idand City Council and grant-
ed a total of 7.5 Residentia
Equivalent Units (REUS). The
decision was reached by coun-
cil at its September 26 meeting
and came at the recommenda-
tion of the Moratorium
Committee that met the same
afternoon.

A 180-day moratorium put
in place in August froze new
connections to the sewer sys-
tem, except for hardship cases.

One REU was granted to
Len and Sue Webster for their
planned Hubbard's Annex
home. Richard Coates was
given 4.5 REUsfor hisemploy-
ee housing addition at Green
Shed Lane, and Robert Benser
received two REUs for the con-

struction of two condominiums
on Mission Street.

One REU is equa to the
water use of a family of four,
2.8 hotel rooms, or a 250
square foot restaurant.

The city has 2.46 REUs
remaining for the year.

“That would have been what
was available with or without a
moratorium,” observed Alder-
man Mike Hart of the alloca
tion. “Kind of makes the mora-
torium moot.”

By definition of a hardship
case, agreed City Attorney Tom
Evashevski, Mr. Benser's
planned construction project
and Mr. Coates's development
did not meet hardship criteria
as determined by staff mem-
bers.

A hardship caseisdefined as
a person who made plans and
incurred financial costs prior to

Library Building Will Be Cleaned

The city maintenance staff
will clean spiderwebs from the
outside of the Mackinac Island
Public Library and will clean
bugs from the lights, at the
request of the Building and
Grounds Committee, which
met September 19. The work
will get added to the schedule,
said City Foreman Cub Horn,
athough his staff is down to
three people.

“The library is not the only
public building that needs
work. We've cut the budget to
the bone,” said committee
member Armand “Smi” Horn.
“We shouldn’t have, but we
have to live with it.”

Dennis Dombroski, city
building inspector, who serves
as an advisor to the group,
agreed.

“If you look at the library, at
Community Hall, the Court
House, or especially the Stuart
House,” said Mr. Dombroski,
“the library isin the best shape
of any building we own.”

Paint is peeling from the
window frames on the side of
the library facing the lake, said
committee members, and they
discussed painting them,
although librarian Anne St.
Onge said the library board is
considering painting the entire
building.

August 1, which is when the
moratorium  was enacted.
Based on the belief that there
was not amoratorium and com-
mitments were made, then it
would be a hardship. Until zon-
ing approval had been granted,
said Mr. Evashevski, that crite-
riawould not be met.

The staff members who pre-
pared the definition were
Building inspector Dennis
Dombroski, Mr. Evashevski,
and Department of Public
Works Director Bruce
Zimmerman.

“For the Webster matter,”
Mr. Evashevski said, “staff did
recommend treating that as a
hardship because we are under
acourt order to move that along
if they meet spelled out crite-
ria”

Mr. Coates and Mr. Benser
did not have zoning approval
by August 1, athough they
were at a stage in the process,
Mr. Evashevski explained to
Council. Mr. Coates was grant-
ed zoning approva seven days
after the moratorium was estab-
lished. Mr. Benser made his
application by August 1 for
zoning approval, and while he
had approval to build one of
three proposed homes on his

Mission Street property, he did
not have zoning approva for
the remaining two structures by
August 1.

The Moratorium Com-
mittee, however, said Mr.
Evashevski, decided more flex-
ibility was needed in determin-
ing hardship cases than what
was recommended by the three
staff members.

Council was advised by staff
that no other projects would
meet the hardship criteria.

At the committee level,
Victor Callewaert and Armin
Porter agreed to the hardship
cases. Dan Wightman voted
against the decision, question-
ing why a moratorium is neces-
sary if exemptions to hardships
are to be granted.

Only after being assured by
staff that no other hardship
cases are possible did Mr.
Porter agree to the exemptions.

Mr. Callewaert argued that
the point of the moratorium
was not to stop all construction
on the Island, rather to use the
time to establish a plan for the
coming years.

“We want to come to a con-
clusion,” he said, “of what
direction we are going in for
the future. In my opinion, these

Licensed

CRYDERMAN
BUILDERS, INC.

~ Jeff Cryderman ~

New Homes - Remodeling < Garages
Additions » Roofing * Siding

ST. IGNACE

Insured

(906) 643-7437

few REUs that we are using
right now are in our limits, are
within our means, and this
should not detract from what
we are trying to accomplish by
the moratorium.”

The city began rationing
REUs in 2004 and restricts the
number of new REUs to 15 a
year, with at least three
reserved for single-family
homes. An REU, which costs
$5,587, is allocated after a
building permit is granted.

The Moratorium Committee
next meets Tuesday, October
16, a 3 p.m. on the second
floor of Community Hall.
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, Special Events At R)RadioShack’

Friday, Oct. 19"
4 -6 p.m.

How To Work a GPS Unit:
Will Feature TomTom, Garmin,
Mio and Magellan
Get 10% Off Any Unit
During Demo Hours

DEALER STORE

I
Marine Center !

Friday, Nov. 9" ¢ 4 - 6 p.m.

How To Hook Up LCD HDTVs:
Special Pricing on All HDTVs and Home Theater

System During Demo Hours

Friday, Oct. 26"
4 -6 p.m.
How To Pick Out the

Best Digital Camera For You:
Cameras from 5 MP to 10.1 MP
will be in Stock!

New This Year -
Cameras in Colors!

Friday, Nov. 16" ¢ 4 - 6 p.m.

Test Drive Remote Cars and Trucks!

Friday, Dec. 14"
4 -8 p.m.
Ladies Sho

Free Drinks, Nachos,

Gift Wrapping & Special Sales,
All While You Shop

ing Night:
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Friday, Nov. 2™
4 - 6 p.m.

Bring the Kids or the Kid in You!
Come Try Out X-Box 360
Gaming System on HDTV

With Guitar Hero hooked up!
Video Units & Games are Available to
Purchase or Order

Kids 13 Years or Younger,
Parents Must be Present to Play

Friday, Nov. 23 ¢ 5 a.m. - 6 p.m.

HOT! HOT! HOT!

Friday Opening at yes, 5:00 a.m.
Shop Early for Early Bird Specials!
Watch the Wed., Nov. 21* issue of the

St. Ignace News, or in the store for flyer.
All Specials are First Come-First Serve.

No Rainchecks!

Free Coffee and Treats at 5 a.m.

Friday, Dec. 21*
4 -8 p.m.
Mens Shopping Night:
Free Drinks, Venison Chili,

Gift Wrapping & Special Sales,
All While You Shop

Friday, Nov. 30"« 4 - 8 p.m.

Christmas Open House!

Lay-A-Ways & Special Orders Available

Free Gift Wrapping

Will Hold Until Christmas Eve Day
188 N. State Street, St. Ignace 643-6650

Mon.-Sat. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Except during Special Events + Open Year Around
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Monday, Dec. 24"

8 a.m. - 6 p.m.
(Christmas Eve Day)

I

Last Day to Pick Up !
Lay-A-Ways, I
Last Minute Shoppers! i
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