
mentary about him. "In his
hometown in Waldorf, they
know a little bit about him, in
the village he is known, but
Astor himself? Nobody knows
about him. For Germans, these
are hidden stories. We just
bring them out."

The crew talked with Phil
Porter, director of
Mackinac State
Historic Parks,
about the fur trade
and then toured
both the city's
Stuart House Mu-
seum and Com-
munity Hall. The
Community Hall,
which now houses
city administrative
offices, was built
to warehouse the
tons of furs
brought by trap-
pers to Mackinac
Island. A large,
wood wheel re-
mains on the top
floor and was used
to hoist the fur
bales up for stor-
age.

Mr. Hammermeister set up
his camera near the wheel and
Armand Horn, who serves on
the city's Stuart House
Committee, was filmed turning
the wheel. The crew also filmed
the exterior of the Stuart House,
built as a home for Mr. Astor's
resident agent, Robert Stuart,
and went out on a boat to film
some shoreline without any
people.

Mr. Christiansen said he
likes seeing the nature around
the areas where these famous
men lived.

"The nature doesn't change,"
he said, "so to get into the feel-
ing about Astor and his ways, to
see the nature of all the places
is the more concrete and
authentic tone of his time. This
gets, for me, a near feeling
about his life and his behavior."

Mr. Horn said Mackinac
Island has been filmed many
times for documentaries.

"Something like this for
tourism," Mr. Horn said, "you
don't see any [results] for about
three years. They'll show it in
Germany and maybe in three
years people will come. That's
why we like to do this."

The filming for
Mr. Astor's ep-
isode in the series
was really a jour-
ney through Am-
erica, Mr. Chris-
tiansen said, al-
though it did start
in Germany. The
crew started in
Waldorf, which
was extremely
poor while Mr.
Astor was grow-
ing up. He left
home and traveled
up the Rhein
River on his way
to London, so the
crew took a boat
trip and filmed
part of the way. In
London, he learn-

ed to make musical instruments
and the crew was able to film
the instruments he created and a
piano made by his brother.

Filming in North America
began in Vancouver, Canada,
where Mr. Astor's fur trading
ship, Tonquin, was sunk, then to
Astoria, Oregon, which was
founded similarly to the fur sta-
tion on Mackinac Island, and
on to Wyoming to film a spot
where Robert Stuart stopped
while walking across the conti-
nent along Indian trails. 

Mr. Christiansen said the
next and final stop will be New
York, where Mr. Astor built
what he envisioned as the best
hotel in America. The spot is
now the site of the Empire State
Building. They will also film in
Switzerland, where Mr. Astor
lived for three years late in his
life.

Mr. Astor emigrated to the

United States in 1784 and died
at the age of 84 in 1848.

Actors will portray Mr.
Astor and others in some
episodes in Mr. Astor's life. The
best scene to be re-enacted, Mr.
Christiansen said, took place on
Mr. Astor's journey to the states
from London. The ship had hit
some bad weather and everyone
on the boat was holding on for
dear life, he said, but Mr. Astor
simply changed into his best
clothes. When his actions were
questioned by a friend, Mr.
Astor said that if the boat sank

and he were to survive, then he
would want to save his best
clothes. 

A great-grandson would
later die aboard the Titanic in
1912.

"Of course, I think, Astor is
one of the first global players in
the world," he said. "We would
like to show all his reaching or
turning points of his career. It is
hard to find a man from the
18th century and to describe
him because all his life is total-
ly different, even his behavior
is totally different."

Mr. Christiansen was
inspired to explain Mr. Astor's
life through film because of the
many different facets of his per-
sonality. Mr. Astor wanted to be
American, not German, and not
British as he learned to be in
London, but part of the highest
society in America. That was
his aim, Mr. Christiansen said.

"On the one hand, he is a
luxury man and rich man, and
on the other hand he is emo-
tionally cold," he said. "It is a
very interesting thing. It's not
true that he was not able to
give, that's not true, he was able
to give to other people. He
lived a luxury life; he was the
owner of his own theater in
New York. It was a luxury life,
but he was an extremely mathe-
matical man, so his highest
value was the mathematical
ranking of his belongings."

Mr. Christiansen suggested
the tightfisted character Eb-
enezer Scrooge in Charles
Dickens' "A Christmas Carol"
may have been based on Mr.
Astor. The author once met Mr.
Astor, he said.

An example of his calculat-
ing mind is his business in the
fur trade. As soon as the fur
trade stopped growing, Mr.
Christiansen said, Mr. Astor
shut down his business without
letting sentiment interfere.  Mr.
Astor actually shut down his fur
business 30 years before fur
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MENU HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 

Fresh-Cut Potato Chips - $6 
served with a warm bleu cheese dip 

 

 

Boneless Buffalo Wings - $8 
served with a warm bleu cheese dip 

 

 

Grilled Salmon Salad - $13 
Dijon-mustard encrusted salmon on a bed 

of field greens; tossed with sweet peppers, grilled 

onion, grilled asparagus and balsamic vinaigrette 
 

 

BLT&G - $10 
thick double-smoked bacon, crisp lettuce,  

ripe tomato, smoked Gouda cheese and  

mayo on grilled sourdough artisan bread 
 

 

Whitefish & Chips - $12 
beer battered local catch fried 

until crispy and served with natural 

cut fries and tartar sauce 

 

Behind the Island House Hotel 
 

Quiet Outdoor Dining 

theislandhouse.com • 906.847.3347 

OPEN DAILY 
LUNCH & DINNER 

WIN a $50
Gift Certificate

Purchase any of the Books to Register

K.A. SPENCER
‘Days Gone Bye’  

‘Whispers of Amberg Cottage’
‘Tales of the Round Island Light’

‘Return to Mackinac Island’
All Books Available at the Island Bookstore

Cut Flowers by the Stem ❀ Custom Silk & Dried Arrangements
Personalized Wedding Flowers ❀ Fresh Floral Arrangements

Green & Blooming Plants ❀ Tropical & Exotic Blooms

Traditional & Contemporary
Fresh Floral Arrangements

847-6070
1-800-643-8243

110 Elliott Street
St. Ignace

7253 Market Street
Mackinac Island

2009 pick

Ben Veling
Certified Arborist (MI0740A)
17 Years Experience

3276 N. State Road
Harbor Springs, MI 49740

(231) 526-6738
ben@timberwolftreecare.com
www.timberwolftreecare.com

Contact us 
for 

Island 
referrals!

RESIDENTIAL •  COMMERCIAL
REMODELING 
and Insurance Claims

• DECKS • POLE BARNS 
• GARAGES  • CUSTOM HOMES
• ROOFING • TOTAL RENOVATIONS
• VINYL SIDING • REPLACEMENT WINDOWS

• CUSTOM KITCHENS AND BATHS
Jeff Bunker - LICENSED CONTRACTOR                        (906) 643-8709 - St. Ignace

Astor Was One of World’s First ‘Global Players,’ German Filmmaker Says
Astor: From page 1

Joerg Hammermeister (left) focuses his camera as Armand
"Smi" Horn (not pictured) turns the wheel used in John Jacob
Astor's fur trading in the early 1800s.  Mr. Hammermeister is
filming for a documentary entitled "Pioneers Turned
Millionaires: European Entrepreneurs in the Promised
Land." One episode of the documentary focuses on John
Jacob Astor, and the crew came to Mackinac Island  July 10 to
film the remnants of his fur trading business. The wheel Mr.
Hammermeister filmed is in the back of the Community Hall.
Director Kai Christiansen (right) and Suzanne Heinz (not pic-
tured) were also members of the crew.

"In his hometown
in Waldorf, they
know a little bit
about him, in the
village he is
known, but Astor
himself? Nobody
knows about him.
For Germans, these
are hidden stories.
We just bring them
out."

Kai Christiansen,
film crew

Turn to page 17: Astor


